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by Terry Smith 
As a young follower of Jesus who is 
disabled by a mild case of cerebral palsy, 
I try hard to put my faith and experience 
together. It's difficult. 
It hurts when able-bodied people with 
no sign of scars quote verses or give 
intellectual answers; their words seem so 
hollow. I can only trust, listen, and take 
comfort from someone who has gone 
through my experience. Jesus the Dis-
abled, God's Son, knows what I go 
through: I can see his wounds. He is a 
comfort. 
God and I fight many times about 
suffering. He hears my complaints, my 
bargaining to be spared another afflic-
tion, my cries of self-pity. He listens as I 
weep inside and outside as I face losses 
most able-bodied people know little 
about. 
Why suffering? Why me? When I was 
younger and wiser, my faith in God was 
bolder—and yet hollow. I said the right 
words, did some things and avoided 
others. I wanted to be victorious. For 
me, now, a victorious person is one who 
keeps going on with God no matter 
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what. In that sense alone I am victorious. 
God knows that at times I've treated 
suffering as a remote academic issue. 
But he also knows that on a deeper, far 
more private level, I am seeking for 
assurance that everything will be alright 
in the end. He knows I am often power-
less and one day I will die; he knows I 
need comfort and hope. 
As I have wrestled with suffering in 
God's world, in my life and in the lives of 
so many people that I meet, I have often 
felt like giving up. For some people, 
faith and obedience might come easy; 
for me, it is a struggle. 
I have few answers—Jeremiah, Job, 
Habakkuk join me here. And yet, I can-
not leave a God who is revealed in Jesus 
on the cross. Jesus is one, and God's Son 
at that, who is bloodied by life. He 
understands. 
The cross is, for me, a compelling 
force which helps me face life and go on. 
The main answer I can give to those 
who question why I follow God in such 
a rough world is this: I follow because in 
Jesus, God speaks to my pain. I cannot 
speak for others who are disabled— 
there are more than two million in Can-
ada alone. But I can say a few words 
about how Jesus on the cross helps me 
to live with courage and hope. 
God is not playing tricks with me. I do 
not know why I suffer, but in the cross I 
see that my pain costs God too. What-
ever God is doing, he is not fooling 
around. Dorothy Sayers writes that for 
whatever reason God made man the 
way he is, God has played fair and taken 
his own medicine. He does not enjoy or 
mock my pain. 
God shares my pain. Leonard Grif-
fiths, a United Church minister, writes 
that suffering alone is worse than suffer-
ing. As I ponder questions too great for 
me, I say that if God will not imme-
diately take away my disability (for 
whatever reason), I want him to feel 
along with me. 
I remember when I had surgery at age 
16. Doctors carved into my hips, and 
turned my leg bones out so that I could 
walk straighter. Hours later, muscle 
spasms hurt me, and I would tense and 
twist in pain. Dad and Mom were near, 
and they hurt with me. I could see pain 
reflected on Mom's face. I like to think 
God is like my parents—he hurts when 
we hurt. The cross helps me believe that 
this is so. 
Are there any who say that God does 
not understand? John Merrick, who 
lived in England during the 19th cen-
tury, is perhaps one such person. He was 
so disfigured that he was called "The 
Elephant Man." He once cried out: "I 
am not an animal! I am a human being!" 
He has been described as follows: 
"His form, disfigured, lost all the like-
ness of a man, his beauty changed 
beyond human semblance. He was de-
spised, he shrank from the sight of men, 
tormented and humbled by suffering." 
A picture of Merrick? Yes! But also a 
picture of Jesus—the words are taken 
from Isaiah 53:2-3 (New English Bible). 
Jesus knows what it is like to be an 
Elephant Man, to have his human-ness 
denied. I do not know whether John 
Merrick was helped by Jesus. But, as 
part of a group of persons who are dis-
abled, and often thought to be partial 
persons, I am helped. 
God can work through "weakness." 
He created man—who rebelled. He 
rescued a nation—it became proud. He 
chose 12 men—one committed suicide, 
the others ran. He sent his Son—we 
crucified him. 
God is open to such foolishness. If he 
can fulfill his purpose even when a man 
dies at 30 of a broken heart and human 
hatred, then God can work through me. 
If the model of being a person is a man 
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whose feet and hands were crushed and 
useless, then I am whole in Christ, and 
have work to do in this world. 
God can work through my weakness. 
This is his word to Paul and through 
Jesus. I do not have to enjoy weakness 
and suffering, and I can seek to avoid it. 
But when I cannot avoid it, God can use 
it. 
I don't know how God will use some 
of what I go through. But experience has 
taught me at times that God can use my 
weakness and suffering for good—even 
if I squirm in my desk while in class! 
God will end suffering. Jesus died, but 
he was also raised. Suffering—cruci-
fixion—is temporary. The empty cross 
and risen Christ help me look and work 
for peace from all suffering. God is 
working in history; his purpose shall 
stand. God's concern is shown in his 
efforts to overcome suffering. He is the 
inspiration and force behind my efforts 
to overcome it as well. 
Does all this really help me? All I can 
do is report my experience. I am often 
troubled, shaken in faith, discouraged 
and depressed. But God's actions in 
Israel and his coming in Jesus, who died 
suffering and faithful, to be raised up, 
really strengthens me. 
At times I have magnified my suffer-
ing by self-pity. Beyond such illusion, 
however, are real difficulties lived with 
now and losses to be faced later. In my 
suffering, I have been helped by Jesus on 
the cross. 
For some severely disabled persons, 
young men and women awaiting place-
ment into personal care homes are now 
living in municipal hospitals, my words 
might ring hollow—my scars cannot 
compare with theirs. Still, I think that 
Jesus can speak to them too. 
What I know for sure is that some 
people are not yet comforted by the 
cross; its meaning is lost because of their 
tears, grief or confusion. I know little 
about how to help people who suffer. 
But I have learned to sit nearby, to 
touch, to share pain. It does not help to 
quickly turn people from Kleenex to the 
cross; it's better to sit in concerned 
silence. 
But the suffering of others does not 
keep me from looking at the cross. I can 
move closer to people and share their 
pain because Jesus has moved close to 
me and shared mine. 
And perhaps, just perhaps, I can help 
someone move on with a few answers, 
by the strength of a little hope and faith, 
because we are both understood by 
Jesus the Disabled. • 
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Confronting Christ 
Meditations on the Crucifixion and Resurrection 
by Elton Trueblood 
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Silence on the Cross mmmmmmmmmm 
And they crucified him, and divided his garments among 
them, casting lots for them, to decide what each should take. 
And it was the third hour, when they crucified him. And the 
inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the 
Jews." And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his 
right and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, 
wagging their heads, and saying, "Aha! You who would des-
The cruelty of men is potentially so great that it can hardly 
be exaggerated. There are few scenes in which mankind dem-
onstrates its unloveliness more than in a mob. The members of 
the mob are wonderfully safe, for the victim is wholly at their 
mercy. They know that they are invulnerable because the lone 
person is not in a position to defend himself. This is why mob 
action is essentially cowardly. It is cowardly because the many 
who bait the one run no personal risks. Mob action is, accord-
ingly, among the most despicable of human actions. 
Christ's treatment at the crucifixion demonstrated what is 
most evil in mob behavior. Instead of being moved to compas-
sion by Christ's physical torment, as the weight of his body 
pulled against the open wounds of the nails, the people who 
came to watch the spectacle rejoiced in his agony and ridiculed 
him. The chief point of ridicule was the contrast between his 
former claims and the eventual outcome. Many supposed that 
what they observed was a fall which came after overweening 
pride. He claimed, they mistakenly thought, to be able to 
destroy and rebuild the temple and here he could not even save 
his own physical body. What had become, they wanted to 
know, of his great pretensions? If he could do such great things, 
why could he not work a miracle and come away from the 
cross, unharmed? 
The accusation, which was written out and attached to the 
cross, shows how deeply the question of royal claims had 
entered into public mentality. Both this and the railings of the 
spectators reproduced the fundamental charge against him, as 
indicated by the first question which Pilate asked him. 
The loneliness of Christ on the cross must have been almost 
unbearable. Where were the disciples? Where were the Twelve, 
to whom he had given so much? Where were the many who 
had been healed and fed? All of the present group were against 
him, including even the men who were executed with him. We 
have to read Luke's account to learn that one of them finally 
changed and became a disciple before he died. We might have 
expected the religious leaders to maintain a dignified absence 
troy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and 
come down from the cross!" So also the chiefpriests mocked 
him to one another with the scribes, saying, "He saved others; 
he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come 
down nowfrom the cross, that we may see and believe." Those 
who were crucified with him also reviled him. (Mark 15:24-32) 
from the scene, but they came to gloat over their triumph, 
forgetful of their dignity. Perhaps they thought they would 
make him answer them, but, if this was the purpose, they did 
not succeed. He bore all of their mocking in silence. If they had 
not understood earlier, it was not likely that they would under-
stand in their time of apparent triumph. 
We have made much, in Good Friday observances, of 
Christ's words on the cross. What is really amazing, in the 
record, is the inference that he was silent for six full hours, from 
the third to the ninth. The time when we should most expect 
him to cry out in anguish, the time of the actual nailing, was 
marked by complete silence, so far as our record tells us. We 
are grateful to Mark for letting us know how long the silent 
period was. This the other authors neglected to say. 
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Death of Christy 
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over 
the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Elo-i, Elo-i, lama sabachthani?' 
which means, "My God, my God, why hast thouforsaken me?" 
And some of the bystanders hearing it said, "Behold, he is 
calling Elijah." And one ran and, filling a sponge full of 
vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
" Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." 
And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed his last. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And 
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that he thus 
breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was a son of God!" 
There were also women looking on from afar, among whom 
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome, who, when he was in 
Galilee, followed him, and ministered to him; and also many 
other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. (Mark 
15:33-41) 
In our system of numeration, the period of agony was from 
nine o'clock in the morning until three o'clock in the afternoon. 
At this time, we are told, Christ finally broke the long silence of 
the cross, by repeating the words from Psalm 22. According to 
Mark, it was his last clear utterance before death. It was a 
piercing cry, filling us, even now, with a sense of genuine 
wonderment. Why, out of all the sacred literature of which his 
mind was full, did he choose, in his agony, this poignant verse, 
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Did this, 
better than any other, express what he felt? Why did he not 
quote Deuteronomy or one of the Prophets, as on other occa-
sions? All that we know is that he turned to the Psalms, which 
provide the clearest record of deep religious experience. 
Did the use of Psalm 22 indicate that Christ suddenly 
doubted the entire undertaking? Did it mean that the closeness 
of the relationship with the Father was at last dubious? What a 
paradox, if, at the very moment which, to subsequent thought, 
his closeness to the Father was most evident, he temporarily 
ceased to feel the reality of the divine relationship! We do not 
know and we cannot know exactly what was in Christ's mind 
as he uttered this cry, but we can say that his behavior on the 
cross convinces us, more than does anything else, that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself. At the same time 
it is important to say that every humble person who, in the 
midst of defeat and temptation, has periods of real doubt, may 
be strengthened by the realization that even Christ had such a 
moment. What he said on the cross, far from separating him 
from us, brings him closer to us. 
The reason why Christ's expression of perplexity brings him 
closer to us is that all of us, if we truly understand our position, 
are perpetually perplexed. Christianity is not for the overcon-
fident people, just as it is not for the people who suppose that 
they are righteous. Christianity is based, not on some simple or 
obvious truism, which no one can doubt, but upon a great faith 
shadowed by a great fear. We could be wrong. The skeptic 
could be right. Evil and confusion are real and pervasive. The 
Christian, if he is honest, faces negative as well as positive 
evidence. 
Though most of the observers of Christ's death were cal-
lously unmoved and apparently mocking to the end, this was 
not true of all. The chief priests, claiming to be very religious, 
were not touched even with compassion, but the Roman mil-
itary officer became convinced that Christ was what he said he 
was, the Son of God. Thus the death itself, like the walk to 
Golgotha, became a means of evangelizing. The only Chris-
tians who showed courageous loyalty were a few women. The 
fact that their courage surpassed that of the male disciples is 
revealing. James and John were not there, but their mother 
was. From that day to this the place of women in Christian 
cause has been tremendous. 
Burial of Christmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
And when evening had come, since it was the day of Prepa-
ration, that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arima-
thea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to 
Pilate, and askedfor the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if 
he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked 
him whether he was already dead. And when he learnedfrom 
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the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
And he bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped 
him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb which had been 
hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of 
the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus saw 
where he was laid. (Mark 15:42-47) 
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The crucifixion took place on the day before the Sabbath, 
that is, on Friday. Because the Sabbath began at sundown, and 
also because dead criminals had to be buried before nightfall, 
speed was required in disposing of Christ's body. It was neces-
sary to receive the permission of the Procurator, in order to 
take possession of the body, but one man, Joseph of Arima-
thea, had both the courage and the standing to be able to make 
the official request. Pilate was not willing to grant permission 
for burial until he had checked with the centurion, to make 
sure that Jesus had really died. Did the centurion, in addition 
to the bare item of information, tell Pilate of his conclusion 
that the One they had killed was more than man? This we do 
not know, nor do we know of his subsequent career, but we 
may reasonably look on this Roman officer as one of the first 
of the long line of Gentile Christians. 
We wish we could know, likewise, of the subsequent service 
of Joseph of Arimathea, but in any case we recognize, with 
gratitude, the courageous part he played in the act of burial. 
After others had taken pains to be detached from the events, 
Joseph made his own involvement unambiguous. In order to 
stay within the time limit, he hastily placed Christ's body in a 
rock tomb, of the kind then much used. The purchase of fine 
linen in which to wrap Christ's body was a way of showing 
genuine respect. This man's deed thus stands in sharp contrast 
to that of most of the others who had any contact with Christ 
that day. Joseph certainly ran great risk by providing a tomb as 
well as burial service. If the public attack, which had been 
centered on Christ, were to be extended to his followers, this 
Resurrection of Christ mmmmamammmm, 
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome brought spices, so that they 
might go and anoint him. And very early on thefirst day of the 
week they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they 
were saying to one another, " Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that 
the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And entering 
the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
The part played by women becomes increasingly greater as 
the gospel narrative comes to an end. After the cessation of 
activity, which the Sabbath necessitated, that is, on what we 
call Sunday morning, three of the inner circle of women 
attempted to do what they were not allowed to do earlier, 
anoint Christ's body. Clearly, they wished, out of love and 
respect for their lost Master, to provide a service somewhat 
comparable to that of embalming. But, the gospel tell us, they 
never achieved this purpose for they encountered a great sur-
prise. They found the tomb empty, with the closing stone rolled 
away. 
The amazement of the women was increased, rather than 
diminished, by the message which a young man, who was 
sitting in the tomb, delivered to them. The message of the 
angelic visitor was that Christ was risen from the dead. That 
the angel's great concern was for the little group is exactly what 
we should expect when we realize the degree to which the 
success of the entire movement depended on the continuing 
vitality of the Apostolic fellowship. Accordingly, the women 
were commissioned to find Christ's intimate followers and to 
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distinguished man would naturally be singled out for special 
treatment. In short, his willingness to care for the body of the 
One whom he loved, when others paid no attention or 
retreated in safety, was a bold witness to his faith. 
After the burial in the hewn rock, a large stone was placed 
before the opening, presumably to keep out animals or thieves. 
It appears that the Twelve, in contrast to all their protestations 
of faithfulness, not only stayed away from the execution, but 
even from the burial. Again, it was a few women, specifically 
the two named Mary, who were faithful and brave. These two 
women were spectators of the burial, so that they could easily 
remember the exact location. 
It is probable that the Christian account of the crucifixion, 
as well as of the burial of Christ, goes back, ultimately, to the 
testimony of a few faithful women. Mark makes no suggestion, 
however, that the mother of Jesus was one of the witnesses. 
One of the most interesting references is that to Mary of 
Magdala, who all the gospels agree was present at the crucifix-
ion and, according to Mark, at both the burial and resurrec-
tion. Actually her part in the development of Christ's cause was 
immense. If there had been feminine apostles, she would 
undoubtedly have been one. We learn from Luke, for instance, 
that she was one of the women who, in Galilee, moved along 
with Christ and his other followers, contributing to the support 
of the movement. She had reason to be grateful for she is 
described as one from whom seven devils had been driven out. 
She may be considered as the leading feminine disciple. 
dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to 
them, "Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see the place where 
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you." 
And they went out andfledfrom the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to 
any one, for they were afraid. (Mark 16:1-8) 
give them the news that they could join their Master in Galilee, 
where he had first called them. In this commission, the name of 
Peter, as a recipient of the news, is dissociated from the others, 
perhaps because of his disgraceful defection in the courtyard of 
the high priest. 
The indication is that Christ had to rise from the dead in 
order to keep the potentially redemptive fellowship from com-
plete decay and dissolution. In any case we know that the 
fellowship was already disintegrating and that the men, whose 
hopes had been so high only a few days earlier, were going back 
home in utter discouragement. We also know that, not long 
afterward, the fellowship was renewed and the faith so deep-
ened that it lasted through all the lives of these men, in spite of 
the persecution which was practically continuous and universal. 
TTiere are people, even among those who like to call them-
selves Christians, who refuse to believe in the physical resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. The miracle seems to them too great to be 
believed. We must honor such people for their effort to be 
intellectually honest, but it is relevant to point out that they, in 
their unbelief, face an essentially insoluble problem. How can 
they account for the complete and lasting change in the lives of 
the Apostles? What event, apart from the actual and literal 
resurrection, could be stupendous enough to change these 
humble persons from defeated men to men who were bold as 
lions, not temporarily, but for all the rest of their days? It is easy 
to talk about wishful thinking and delusion, but such hypo-
theses do not really account for known facts. In any case the 
men themselves, though dubious at first, became utterly con-
vinced that Christ had risen. There is no doubt that the affirma-
tion of the resurrection as a fact became the central substance 
of Apostolic preaching, even when it was met by ridicule. "If 
Christ has not been raised," said Paul, "then our preaching is in 
vain" (1 Cor. 15:14). There is no doubt that the chapter on the 
resurrection is the climax of the entire story. 
From Confronting Christ, by Elton Trueblood, © 1960. Used by 
permission of Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., San Francisco, CA. 
Scripture passages are from the Revised Standard Version. 
Of boundless joy 
O high and holy, happy day 
When Christ our Lord arose 
In triumph over death and hell 
And vanquished all his foes. 
O high and holy, happy day, 
Though not observed by men 
Who claim supremacy and strive 
To crucify their foes again. 
With hand upon a brother's throat 
And dagger at his vital breast, 
Man seeks dominion over all, 
Despising God's provided rest. 
O Christ, whose shifted rock revealed 
A chamber void of death's remains, 
Remove obstruction from our hearts; 
Establish there your live domains. 
A high and holy, happy day 
We'll greet at last with boundless joy 
When, grace-endowed, we enter in 
Where sin and pain cannot annoy. 
—Ray M. Zercher 
Grantham, Pa. 
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The Maturity 
of Christ's Family 
Chapter 4 of Ephesians marks the 
beginning of a practical application of 
the doctrinal base set in chapters 1-3. 
Chapters 4-6 deal with the way this doc-
trine affects you and me in our response 
to and relationship with God. They also 
deal with our relationships, one to 
another. For now, we will highlight four 
themes from Ephesians 4 and entitle our 
topic "The Maturity of Christ's Family" 
or, otherwise stated, "Grow Up!" 
Maturity is unity: Ephesians 4:1-6 
First, unity is a condition of maturity. 
A divided church family is an immature 
church family. 
Christ, in his High Priestly Prayer, 
said, "My prayer is not for [these disci-
ples] alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their message, 
that all of them may be one, Father, just 
as you are in me and I am in you. May 
they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me" (John 
17:20-21). Unity based in Christ is the 
one essential factor in our relationship 
with one another. Verse 3 of our text 
reads, "Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace." Verses 4-6 go on, "There is one 
body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to one hope when you were 
called—one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all, and through all, and in all." 
We see unity as being a chief hall-
mark, a main validation sign of our 
claim to be Christian and of our right to 
belong to the family. Not uniformity— 
but unity. As God is in Christ and Christ 
in God, so we are in him, and he in us, 
and we in one another. Our unity is in 
the realm of purpose and intent, and can 
happen despite our diversity of back-
grounds and temperament. The Apostle 
Paul calls us to be completely humble, 
gentle, patient, and to "bear with one 
another in love." All of these are con-
stituent and complimentary parts of 
being together in unity. 
by David E. Climenhaga 
Roger Schoenhals, in his article "Be-
hold How We Differ" (Evangelical Vis-
itor, June, 1983, p. 9), notes the many 
differences between his daughter Sara 
and her 11-year-old brother Jonathan. 
"Yet, I love them equally. I enjoy their 
differences. I thank God for the unique 
blend of their temperaments and tal-
ents. . . . My children help me under-
stand and appreciate the differences 
among my brothers and sisters within 
the family of God. . . . Putting us all 
together, you find an amazing array of 
different preferences, different interpre-
tations, different opinions, different 
temperaments, and different abilities. 
No two of us are the same. Yet God our 
Father loves us equally. He makes no 
Condensed from a theme presentation at 
the 1984 General Conference. Bishop of the 
Central Conference at that time, David Cli-
menhaga now pastors the Cross Roads 
Memorial Church in Guelph, Ontario. 
We lead changed lives because we are changed 
people; 
changed people make changed families; 
changed families make changed churches. 
The maturity of Christ's family is characterized by 
changes—in attitudes, habits, relationships, in 
accepting others, and in our response to the work 
and program of the church. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
distinction between us. We are one big 
family to him." 
John Zercher, during "coffee break" 
at the office, once told the story of the 
Volkswagen and the donkey. They were 
both trying to cross a narrow bridge, 
going in opposite directions. They met 
in the middle. The VW sputtered and 
coughed and said to the donkey, "What 
are you?" "I'm a horse," was the reply, 
"what are you?" The V W answered, "I'm 
a car." And they both sat back and 
laughed! 
Schoenhal's article and this story of 
the Volkswagen and the donkey both 
illustrate unity in diversity. We are dif-
ferent, yet united in Christ and living in 
unity. We may sometimes chuckle at 
one another, or be tried with a brother 
or sister. But if we are going to get any-
where, we must exercise and feel unity. 
Maturity is grace: Ephesians 4:7-16 
Maturity is grace, both received from 
God and bestowed on each other. Verse 
7 says, "To each one of us grace has been 
given as Christ appointed it." In Romans 
12:6, Paul says, "We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us." (See 
also Romans 12:3.) 
Grace has sometimes been defined as 
(a) unmerited divine assistance given to 
us for our regeneration or sanctification, 
(b) a state of sanctification enjoyed 
through divine grace, (c) a virtue com-
ing from God. There are other nuances 
to the word grace. Because of his good-
ness and for our edification, God be-
stows on us gifts, or graces and abilities. 
With these gifts, we minister in his 
strength and name, first in the body of 
believers, then outside of it. All the 
while, we reflect God's goodness. 
Grace is granted to every member of 
the body of Christ by way of different 
talents and abilities. But it comes from 
the divine source and is intended to pre-
pare each for the services (i.e. the minis-
tries) of the church. Maturity is com-
prehended by the body when the gifts of 
the Spirit are present. As individuals in 
the family of Christ and as the family in 
its totality are open to God's manifesta-
tion in us and through us, God enables 
us to be apostles, prophets, pastors, 
teachers, and so on (see Romans 12:6-8; 
1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28). 
Let me emphasize the word open. I 
am stating that we should not be closed 
to the Spirit's gifts, and that we should 
seek the Spirit and all his fullness. The 
Scriptures affirm that as members of 
Christ's family—individually and collec-
tively—are open to the graces of the 
Spirit, God bestows gifts to each part of 
the family. Ephesians 4:12 says this is "to 
prepare God's people for works of ser-
vice, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up" toward wholeness, spiritual 
health, and for that body's outreach and 
growth. Verse 13 adds, "until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ." This verse is 
the key to chapter 4. 
Maturity is change: Ephesians4:17-24 
In our humanity we try to find ways 
to describe what sometimes seems inde-
scribable. We use phrases that, from 
overuse or misuse, become hackneyed: 
born again, a new man, a changed life. 
This is especially true these days when 
our senses are bombarded by the adver-
tising media. Always trying to find new 
ways to push their products, they say, 
"eat this . . . wear that . . . adopt 
this beauty treatment . . . create a 
whole new you." 
At the risk of using cliches, though, 
and because of the limitations of human 
speech, I submit that maturity is a 
changed person, and a changed congre-
gation. Born again, new person, changed 
life may all be hackneyed phrases, but 
they are true. They describe exactly 
what it is to be a Christian, a mature 
member of the family of God. 
What the Apostle says here is directed 
to us as individuals. As changed indi-
viduals, we comprise a changed family. 
Paul says, "We no longer live as the 
Gentiles do." Note that these several 
verses (17-19) make their point nega-
tively. The Gentiles "are darkened in 
their understanding and separated from 
the life of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them due to the hardening of 
their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sen-
suality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, with a continual lust for more." 
The story is told of a country gentle-
man in the last century who wanted to 
hire a driver for his personal carriage. So 
he asked each applicant, "How close can 
you drive to the edge of the cliff without 
the wheel dropping over the side?" Most 
of the applicants boasted of their skill in 
getting close to the edge. But one an-
swered, "Sir! I stay as far from the edge 
as I can." And, so the story goes, he got 
the job. 
Paul says, "You were not so taught 
[i.e., to live as the Gentiles]. You were 
taught . . . to put off your old self . . . 
to be made new in the attitude of your 
minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteous-
ness and holiness" (vv. 22-23). That is to 
say, stay as far away from the edge of 
this world as you can. 
Christians in the first century, just out 
of paganism, and surrounded by de-
grading customs, needed these warn-
ings. And so do we today. I submit that 
this admonition of the Apostle is not out 
of date. He knew that nothing so divides 
and separates the church as falsehood, 
suspicion, and misrepresentation. 
We lead changed lives because we are 
changed people; changed people make 
changed families; changed families make 
changed churches. The maturity of 
Christ's family is characterized by 
changes—in attitudes, habits, relation-
ships, in accepting others, and in our 
response to the work and program of 
the church. 
Maturity is sensitivity: Ephesians 
4:25-31 
Maturity means being sensitive to one 
another. Let us apply this next section of 
chapter 4 to ourselves: "Each of you, put 
off falsehood and speak truthfully to 
your neighbor. We are all members of 
one body. In your anger do not sin. Do 
not let the sun go down while you are 
still angry, and do not give the devil a 
foothold." 
If reconciliation is necessary, make it 
happen. Do it whatever it takes, even 
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though it sometimes may seem that you 
are apologizing for something that, way 
down deep, you don't really think you 
are responsible to apologize for. But if 
you in any way harbor an unholy atti-
tude, take the initiative. If the other per-
son doesn't also apologize, leave that 
between him or her and the Lord. 
We should be concerned about each 
other, looking out for each other, ready 
to speak the word of solace and comfort, 
slow to speak the word of reproof. That 
is not to say we should never reprove 
other Christians, but that we should be 
slow to do it. And if we have to do it, 
bathe it in prayer. In humility seek the 
Spirit's guidance. In sorrow approach 
the one needing reproof. Christians who 
enjoy reproving are like children who 
enjoy badgering other children. We dare 
never enjoy hurting someone, even 
though to hurt him or her may be 
necessary. 
We should be like that cartoon I saw 
many years ago. The father is out behind 
the barn sitting on a log, with the son 
over his knees, and an upraised switch in 
his hand. He is saying, "Son, this will 
hurt me more than you." And what he 
doesn't know is that the switch has 
already disturbed a hornets' nest over-
head, and there's a hornet making a line 
right for him! You know, that should be 
true: when we reprove, it should hurt us 
more than the one with whom we are 
dealing. 
As Christians, we must not only be 
sensitive to one another, but also be sen-
sitive to what the Spirit is saying to us. 
Verses 30 and 31 say, "And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God. . . . Get rid of 
all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 
and slander, along with every form of 
malice." You say, "Surely Paul's not 
talking to Christians! Christians don't 
do those things." But he does tell us to 
rid ourselves of those things. 
Many times I am amazed at how 
short we are with each other in our re-
sponses, our interactions, and reactions. 
In the first place, I see how abrupt and 
curt you are with each other. Then I 
catch myself being short and insensitive, 
too. And I'm humbled to realize that 
you and I are all part and parcel of the 
same humanity. 
We should forgive one another. That 
means a spirit of forgiveness whether it's 
asked for or not. I think of the incident I 
heard about several years ago, about a 
choir member in one of our churches 
who was late getting to the choir re-
hearsal one Sunday morning. She and 
her husband lived 10 miles from the 
church. It had been decided that only 
those who were present in the rehearsal 
would sing in the special number that 
morning. So, arriving after rehearsal 
was over, she was informed rather terse-
ly that she could not sing. Someone who 
observed the situation saw how she felt 
so deeply hurt at being left out. The 
person approached her after the service 
and said, "How do you feel now towards 
your friends?" Throughout the service, 
she had been dealing with her feelings. 
She replied, "I love them. I was hurt and 
angry at first, but I asked God to free me 
from hurtful attitudes and to fill me with 
his love. He has done that." 
I believe the Spirit is saying to us that 
we must be kind, be compassionate, for-
giving each other. We can be sensitive to 
each other and to the Spirit's speaking 
only as we are sensitized and energized 
by the Spirit. That is maturity in action. 
I'd like to close with two short 
vignettes from my own life. I've known 
Sister Mary Byer since 1932. However, 
she told me of an incident I don't 
remember. In 1920, when my parents 
were visiting California, Mary asked if 
she could hold me. I was only a year old. 
For a bit, she did. But I soon became 
restless. As mother reached out her arms 
to take me, Mary remembers the look 
of love shining in Mother's eyes. This is 
just one of the things that illustrates our 
unity: love. The love we have for each 
other, and especially for newborn babes 
in the family. 
A few years ago when our only son 
was in seminary, I was asked to speak 
there, and he was asked to introduce me. 
He gave some very high and humbling 
words of appreciation, for which I felt 
very undeserving. After he was finished 
telling all about me as his father, he said, 
"I now introduce to you Brother Cli-
menhaga." I liked that. I was struck by it 
and remarked when I stood to speak 
how appropriate it was that my son in 
the flesh introduced me as a brother in 
the Lord. We are brothers and sisters, 
members of the same family, with all of 
our differences and quirks. Let us live 
that way. May God bless you. • 
Tokyo vending machine 
dispenses the gospel 
Vending machines in department stores and train stations in Japan 
frequently dispense pornographic magazines to passersby. The Christian 
Literature Crusade team in Tokyo decided to experiment with a machine 
to dispense Christian books, magazines, and Bibles. 
The vending machine manufacturer informed the Christian missionaries 
that the cost of the machine was over $10,000.00! 
Since the Christian Literature Crusade bookstore is located on a busy 
street in a student district of Tokyo, the pedestrian traffic actually increases 
after the store closes at 7:00 p.m. It was decided that a vending machine 
would provide a way of reaching this late-hour crowd, and one was 
purchased. The results have been heartening indeed. Within the first few 
months, more than 1,000 Bibles and New Testaments, in addition to other 
books, have been purchased by nocturnal customers. The appearance of 
the "Christian vending machine" even attracted the interest of the media. A 
number of newspapers and magazines ran articles with pictures, and two 
television stations aired the reports about the innovation. 
Realizing that its vending machine would be used largely after dark, the 
bookstore "christened" the machine Nicodemus, the name of the night-
time visitor to whom Jesus explained the new birth. 
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When I volunteered to serve on a Knowledge: Sunday school is a place 
Task Force to evaluate the adult Sunday 
school program in my local congrega-
tion, I didn't expect to be writing this 
article. I merely wanted the opportunity 
to share the good things that have hap-
pened to me in Sunday school and to 
make sure that any restructuring that 
took place didn't do away with pro-
grams that were already functioning 
effectively. What began as a defensive 
gesture on my part, however, has devel-
oped into a growing concern for the 
whole concept of adult Christian educa-
tion. Are we just putting in an hour on 
Sunday morning because we're supposed 
to, or are we planning our Sunday 
school program with the conviction that 
it is a necessary ingredient in the total 
ministry of the church? 
Sunday school is very important to 
me; in fact, in recent years it has proba-
bly had the most significant effect on me 
personally of any congregational minis-
try. As I reflect both on why that is true 
and on what I think Sunday school 
ought to be doing, I come up with essen-
tially the same answer. In my Sunday 
school class I have learned about the 
Bible, about other people, about con-
temporary issues; I have been challenged 
to apply scriptural truth to my life and 
consider my responsibility as a Christian 
in the world; I have experienced close-
ness and fellowship with like-minded 
Christians. In short, I have been en-
couraged to grow as a Christian in three 
major areas: knowledge, discipleship, 
and community. I'd like to propose that 
last sentence as an overall goal for any 
adult Sunday school program and then 
to describe several sub-goals which will 
help to accomplish that. 
to learn, to be taught. No one comes to 
Sunday school knowing everything there 
is to know about the Bible or about life, 
so there is much to learn. Learning 
happens through intensive and regular 
Bible study, through the study of books 
by other Christians, through interaction 
between class members, through listen-
ing to the "experts" teach us. We need to 
learn about God and his ways; we need 
to learn the basis for our faith; we need 
to learn what the Bible says about the 
daily situations we face. 
Discipleship: Learning isn't enough, 
however; we need to act on that knowl-
edge. Discipleship means that we follow 
Jesus and obey his teaching, that we 
apply our knowledge to our everyday 
lives. Discipleship involves the outwork-
ing of our faith, the ways we take what 
we have learned and allow it to affect 
and change the way we live. What 
happens in adult Sunday school should 
have some relevance to how we act at 
home with our families, what kind of 
integrity we have as employers and 
employees, how we care for the hungry 
and oppressed, how we share the gospel 
with others, how we relate to a violent 
and materialistic society, how we help 
our children to have faith, and much 
more. Sunday school also ought to help 
us discover, develop, and find meaning-
ful ways to use the many varied gifts that 
God has given to each one of us. 
Community: The atmosphere in 
which growth in knowledge and disci-
pleship takes place is also important. 
Adults need a place to go where they will 
feel welcomed and accepted. Because 
of all the demands and pressures on our 
lives, we need a group of people who 
care, who will support and encourage us 
no matter what. We need to develop 
mutually caring relationships with oth-
ers, so that we can learn to be accounta-
ble to each other, and to share out of our 
weaknesses as well as our strengths. We 
need a place where it's O.K. to ask ques-
tions, admit that we're not perfect, share 
the struggles of our lives, and know that 
we will be helped and encouraged and 
not rejected. 
When I read lists of goals like these, I 
often feel frustrated because I know I'm 
not achieving them all. So, having estab-
lished some rather lofty, albeit impor-
tant, goals for Sunday school, I also 
want to acknowledge that no Sunday 
school class anywhere achieves all of 
these goals all of the time. It is likely not 
even possible or desirable for all of these 
things to happen simultaneously or con-
tinuously in the same class. What ought 
to be true, however, is that a congrega-
tion will work toward goals like these, 
realizing that there are many variables 
which affect the exact shape that indi-
vidual Sunday school classes will take. 
While a congregation ought to pro-
vide a frame of reference (a written set of 
goals, perhaps) out of which Sunday 
school classes operate, it ought also to 
allow for some flexibility within indi-
vidual classes. All the adults in a given 
congregation are not the same: they 
have different gifts and interests, they 
are at different stages of life, they have 
different emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual needs, they relate to each other 
differently, they care about different 
issues, and so on. Expecting all adults to 
fit into one mold is unrealistic and 
unhealthy. Sunday school classes ought 
to be encouraged to develop their own 
personalities. While each class should 
welcome new people, it is unrealistic to 
expect that a person would feel equally 
comfortable in every class at any one 
time. A congregation ideally ought to 
provide enough variety so that many 
different needs are met in many different 
ways. One class ought not to feel the 
burden of being everything to everyone. 
This kind of flexibility, variety, and 
realism might sound impossible, but 
probably exists already in many congre-
gations. I simply want to validate it. For 
example, the class I attend has studied a 
lot of different things over the years. 
We've used the Foundation Series; we've 
studied contemporary books like Living 
More With Less, Rich Christians in an 
Age of Hunger, Nuclear Holocaust and 
Christian Hope, and Celebration of 
Discipline; we've done Bible studies; 
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we've been taught by the "experts" on a 
variety of topics; and we've shared our 
joys and burdens with each other. 
People have come and gone from our 
class, some because they were uncom-
fortable with content or style and some 
because they simply wanted something 
else. I used to feel bad about people 
leaving the class because I thought we 
had failed them in some way, but I've 
come to realize that one class can't do 
everything. We want to be open to all 
persons who come, and to welcome 
them warmly. We can learn much about 
how to do that better, but we have the 
right to feel good about our own identity 
as a class. What makes Sunday school 
work in the whole congregation is that 
there are other classes which meet other 
needs and minister in other ways. 
Demographic variables also help to 
determine the shape of adult Sunday 
school programs. Factors such as age, 
sex, occupation, education, and family 
status often—although not always— 
affect the ability of adults to feel at home 
with each other. Perhaps, for example, 
older adults want to be with other older 
adults, or perhaps couples with young 
children want a place to interact with 
other couples with young children. On 
the other hand, others may prefer to be 
with a mix of generations. When possi-
ble, a congregation ought to provide a 
variety of settings for adults. 
Another variable is the size of the 
congregation. Obviously, small congre-
gations can't provide the variety that 
large congregations can, and I know 
that much of what I've said applies more 
to larger congregations. But even small 
congregations can determine the needs 
of their adults and structure their Sun-
day school to meet those needs. Even if 
there are only 20 adults in the whole 
Sunday school, perhaps there should be 
two or three classes of 7 to 10 people 
who have common needs and interests, 
rather than just one class which puts 
everyone in the same mold. 
We also need to take into account the 
fact that adults are at different places in 
their Christian lives. While new Chris-
tians need stimulation and encourage-
ment from mature Christians, some 
may be overwhelmed by classes which 
enj oy in-depth and theologically sophis-
ticated discussions of the Bible and con-
temporary issues. Similarly, some adults 
may prefer to be taught by an "expert," 
while others may want a "facilitator" 
who leads the class in a wide-ranging 
discussion of the topic at hand. Some 
may be content and feel more secure 
with the same curriculum all the time, 
and others may want and need more 
variety in both curriculum and teaching 
styles. 
What we need more than anything is 
a structural basis, a reason for being, 
which will help us in the nitty-gritty 
details of making it all work. Defining 
goals for an adult Sunday school pro-
gram, something like the ones described 
above, is an important step. Beyond 
that, however, are some practical sug-
gestions. Let me list a few. 
1) Discover what the adults in your 
congregation want from Sunday school, 
and whether your current program is 
meeting those needs. This can be done 
effectively by way of informal surveys or 
discussions within Sunday school classes. 
Most classes will probably find it very 
helpful to take some time to review and 
evaluate where they want to go. 
2) Do whatever is necessary to estab-
lish the adult Sunday school program as 
an important, vital, and indispensable 
ingredient in the total life of the congre-
gation. Sunday school needs visibility— 
from the pulpit by way of pastoral 
endorsement, on the bulletin boards, in 
the church bulletin and newsletter, etc. 
The whole congregation needs to be 
informed of what's going on in individ-
ual Sunday school classes. 
3) Encourage adult classes to main-
tain a welcoming attitude so that new 
people or irregular attenders can be 
absorbed easily and happily. Assign 
specific people to watch for newcomers 
and visitors and to direct them to an 
appropriate Sunday school class, and 
encourage everyone to watch out for 
and invite newcomers to attend their 
class. 
4) Work toward an appropriate mix 
between structure and flexibility. While 
it is important to have top-down struc-
ture and congregational objectives, it is 
also important to allow some degree of 
autonomy within individual adult classes. 
Each class should have ownership of 
what it does. This might mean that each 
class will be responsible to select its own 
curriculum and teachers within the con-
text of some general congregational 
guidelines. 
5) Create new classes and provide 
electives to meet new needs as they are 
discovered. Some churches never allow 
classes to get too large before they spin 
off people into new, smaller ones. There 
is probably no maximum number of 
classes a congregation ought to have, 
assuming that each one is meeting a def-
inite need within the congregation. En-
courage people to move to another class 
if another course of study interests them. 
6) Provide help in the selection of 
curriculum and teachers. In this, the 
Board for Congregational Life can help 
to sort through all the many kinds of 
materials that are available. Be creative 
in adapting nontraditional materials for 
use in Sunday school. Encourage differ-
ent people to teach—not because they 
are trained teachers, but because they 
are Christians with significant ideas to 
share with others. Consider providing 
specialized training to help adult 
teachers. 
7) Think about how adult Sunday 
school fits into a total adult ministries 
program in the church. Other adult min-
istries might include small groups, week-
end retreats, action committees, singles 
groups, senior citizens' groups, family 
activities. 
This is not a complete and authorita-
tive guide to adult Sunday school. What 
I have written here comes out of my own 
experience as a regular attender, an 
occasional teacher, a sometime writer of 
adult curriculum, and a member of a 
local task force specifically assigned to 
tackle the question of adult Sunday 
school. I'm still learning about the whole 
range of possibilities for adult Christian 
education. I believe strongly in adult 
Sunday school, and I also believe that 
many congregations, including my own, 
need to work hard at meeting the very 
real needs of adults through a vital adult 
Sunday school program. Through adult 
Sunday school, we have the potential 
for reaching out into the world with 
mature, well-equipped Christians. • 
What exciting things are happening 
in the adult ministries of your congrega-
tion? How has your congregation discov-
ered the needs of its adults and what are 
you doing to meet those needs? What 
concerns do you have for the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical well-being 
of the adults you know in the church? 
The following article continues in 
somewhat the same vein as Mary Jane 
Davis' article, "Growing Alive Through 
Christian Education" (February 1985), 
but it still only begins to explore the 
potentialfor adult ministries in the local 
congregation. We invite you to respond 
to this article and to tell us about both 
the good things that are happening and 
the needs that you see among adults in 
your congregation. Write to the Board 
for Congregational Life page editor, 
Harriet Bicksler, 1803 Mulberry St., 
Harrisburg, PA 17104. 
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Affirming those who serve 
More and more Brethren in Christ 
congregations are realizing the impor-
tance ofrecognizing publicly thefaithful 
work that many people in the church do 
week after week. Descriptions of how 
two congregations do thatfollow. If you 
would like to share how your congrega-
tion affirms those who serve, contact the 
Board for Congregational Life page edi-
tor, Harriet Bicksler, 1803 Mulberry St., 
Harrisburg, PA 17104. 
Recognition—the other side 
of recruitment 
During my three years as Sunday 
school superintendent at Lancaster (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church, I watched 
the beautiful way a Sunday school min-
istry is orchestrated by a diversity of 
people. From the Nursery Department 
to the Adult Department, people came 
together each year to be coordinators, 
teachers, helpers, nursery workers, and 
children's worship leaders. I was humbled 
to see God bring together the team we 
needed each year for our growing Sun-
day school ministry. I observed these 
dedicated people providing a warm, lov-
ing atmosphere in which children and 
adults experienced nurture and fellow-
ship. 
I realized that the success of a Sunday 
school ministry was not the result of 
innovative Christian education ideas, 
strong administrative leadership, great 
facilities, or even the right curriculum 
material. The success of an effective 
Sunday school ministry was people— 
people from a variety of backgrounds 
and occupations—who were dedicated 
to the job they were called to do. Each 
team member did his or her job and so 
the whole body benefited from the effi-
cient working of each part. 
In my role as administrator, I saw we 
were putting a lot of time and effort into 
recruiting teachers and workers. I was 
concerned that our congregation find a 
way to recognize the good job our 
teachers were doing and express our 
appreciation to them. The coordinators 
were doing their job of expressing ap-
preciation in verbal and written ways, 
but I felt there should be some expres-
sion of recognition from the congrega-
tion, i.e. from the students who were the 
ones benefiting from the teaching minis-
try. 
As I talked with the coordinators, an 
idea developed that would provide 
recognition for the teachers and also 
give the rest of the congregation oppor-
tunity to be involved in that expression 
of appreciation. 
A night of celebration was planned 
called a Teacher Appreciation Night. It 
was designed to help make teachers feel 
good about the job they were doing. 
With the help of several creative com-
mittee members, we planned an evening 
of fun and fellowship. A special invita-
tion was sent to each teacher and the 
whole congregation was also invited to 
be part of the celebration. All the plan-
ning was done very simply, because 
there was no money in our budget for 
this type of evening. 
We planned and made, or bought 
simple token gifts. The older children 
were encouraged to contribute humor-
ous and appreciative evaluations of their 
Sunday school teachers. The gifts we 
gave related to the special characteristics 
of the students in each department. For 
instance, ear plugs for the preschool 
teachers, extra energy batteries for our 
Friendship teachers, midnight oil for 
adult teachers. Other gifts included bal-
loons, plants—something unique for 
each department. The coordinators pro-
vided enjoyable remarks from the stu-
dents, including information like the 
teacher's favorite saying or joke or funny 
faces the teachers could make. 
Our evening was concluded with a 
challenging message from Rev. John 
Hawbaker, pastor f rom the Manor 
church. His unique presentation of Elijah 
as a model teacher had us both laughing 
and crying. Light refreshments were 
served in a fellowship time which fol-
lowed. The evening cost about $ 100 plus 
many hours of donated time for its 
preparation. It was a good evening for 
all who participated in the giving or 
receiving of appreciation. We had en-
couraged, affirmed, and built each other 
up and so were bonded together just a 
little bit closer than we were before. —by 
Ethel Stoner, Lancaster congregation. 
Some ways to show appreciation 
Appreciation for service performed in 
the church is probably one of the great-
est rewards a person can receive. The 
Wainfleet congregation in Ontario has 
consciously endeavored to make mean-
ingful expressions of appreciation to the 
many wonderful and faithful servants of 
the Lord within the church. 
We would like to share an outline of 
some of the ways our congregation has 
expressed appreciation: 
• A committee has served a dinner at 
the church for each Pioneer Girls Club 
Guide, giving each a plant. 
• The Guides and committee members 
have gone to a Chinese restaurant for a 
time of fellowship. 
• The superintendent of one Sunday 
school department invited each of the 
teachers and his or her spouse to an 
after-church dinner in their home. 
• The Sunday school board provided 
dessert and coffee for all the staff before 
an evening service at the church. 
• The Sunday school board planned a 
special "Appreciation Dinner" for the 
Sunday school teachers and staff. This 
was a means of saying "thank you" for 
the faithful work each week in the 
classes. The evening included singing 
and a special speaker. Each teacher 
received a folder with some teaching 
hints, some items of particular interest, 
and an article on "How to Lead a Child 
to Christ." A delicious meal was served. 
The guest speaker, Ken Letner, gave a 
challenging and inspirational message 
which was greatly appreciated. Before 
leaving, the ladies all received a colorful 
flower refrigerator magnet. 
The evening proved to be a great suc-
cess and everyone enjoyed it. Because of 
the following sampling of responses, we 
believe the dinner helped to make 
teachers and staff feel that their work is 
worthwhile: 
• Surprised to see who had been teach-
ing. 
• Nice to be thought of for the work we 
do. 
• Good experience for new teachers. 
• The speaker encouraged us to be 
involved in sharing God's Word each 
week. 
• It was nice to be recognized for 45 
years of teaching, which I enjoyed all 
those years. 
• Several tips for successful teaching 
were helpful, —jointly compiled by the 
Wainfleet Christian Education Staff and 
submitted by Ed Rickman. 
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Continent-wide hotline 
established by farm task force 
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa—An Iowa-
based farm hotline—1-800-553-8371 — 
is being activated March 13 as a service 
to the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
farm community in the United States 
and Canada. 
The Farm Task Force, created by 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S., is 
setting up the hotline for farm commu-
nity people to obtain information and 
identify their needs. 
"Many people in the farm community 
are under severe pressure, some of them 
still suffering in isolation. This new 
hotline is the arm of the church reaching 
out so that Christians can begin to 
respond to each others' needs," says 
Wilmer Heisey, convenor of the task 
force. 
In its initial report from its February 
— b y Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker 
12 meeting here, the task force calls on 
the farm community to (1) listen and be 
informed, (2) care and pray and (3) 
reach out to those in need. The state-
ment rejects the attitude that nothing 
can be done because of the magnitude of 
the farm debt, and calls the church 
community to respond with wisdom 
and compassion. 





by Art Meyer 
There is continuing widespread in-
terest in the American agricultural cri-
sis. And well there should be. 
Agriculture is the nation's biggest 
industry. As of January 1, 1983, farm 
assets were equal to about 70 percent of 
the capital assets of all manufacturing 
industries in the United States. 
Agriculture is the country's largest 
employer. Around 22 million people 
work in some phase of agriculture— 
from growing food and fiber to selling it 
at the supermarket. 
In early January I obtained a copy of 
the 1984 Fact Book of U.S. Agriculture, 
published by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), which gives many 
facts that help identify problems which 
have led to the farm crisis. 
The Fact Book states that "last year 
consumers spent $298 billion for U.S. 
farm-produced foods. About $214 of 
that was to get food from the farm to the 
table. The food was assembled, inspec-
ted, graded, stored, processed, pack-
aged, wholesaled and retailed . . ." 
Art Meyer works in the MCC U.S. Devel-
opment Education office at Akron, Pa. 
That $214 billion represents about 72 
percent of the food cost to consumers. 
Only 28 percent of the consumer dol-
lar goes to the farmers who produced 
the food. For their labor, capital and 
management to the farm, the average 
net return was only $9,208 per farm in 
1982. 
The Fact Book also reports that "the 
food that poured into your supermarket 
came in 6,000 to 8,000 different prod-
ucts—many of which did not even exist 
five years ago and may very well not 
exist five years from now." 
Do we Americans really need such a 
costly variety of foods? Think of the 
greatly added expense to the consumer 
for all these products, most of which 
must be classified as "junk food." Is this 
another part of the farm crisis? I think 
so. 
The Fact Book also notes that "one 
hour of farm labor today produces 16 
times as much food and other crops as it 
did in the 1919 to 1921 period." One 
farmer now supplies enough food and 
fiber for 76 people. Only 10 years ago 
that figure was 50. 
"Farmers are efficient producers," 
boasts the USDA. But what price do we 
pay for this efficiency? 
Farmers today are productive, but 
they are efficient only in that much less 
hand labor is needed today. In terms of 
energy, today's North American farmers 
are the most inefficient in the world. Far 
more energy is put into the food system 
than is obtained (10 to 1). 
Farmers in the last 35 to 40 years have 
been essentially told to substitute oil and 
soil for labor. And they have done a 
good job of it. 
But 44 percent of our soil is being 
eroded at an unsustainable rate. Farmers 
use more petroleum than any other sin-
gle industry, the USDA reports. Fertil-
izer, derived from oil and gas, is being 
consumed at 15 times the 1930 rate. 
Tractor power is 11 times the 1930 rate, 
and tractor numbers are 5.1 times that 
of the 1930 level. 
But fossil fuel, the source of oil and 
gas, is not renewable. The price of these 
inputs will increase, as they become 
scarce. 
Family income in the United States 
buys considerably more food today than 
32 years ago. An hour's pay in 1950 
bought 10.1 pounds of bread, 2.5 pounds 
of frying chickens, 8 quarts of milk and 
2.4 dozen eggs. By 1982 the figures were 
16.3 pounds of bread, 11.9 pounds of 
chicken, 15.2 quarts of milk and 9.8 
dozen eggs. 
Only about 17 to 18 percent of the 
individual American income is spent for 
food today. Demanding such cheap 
food has contributed to the farm crisis. 
The Fact Book says, compared to 
1967, interest charges per acre were 700 
percent higher, tax charges per acre 
were 149 percent higher and machinery 
prices were up 290 percent. Seed prices 
were up an average of 268 percent and 
fertilizer prices were up 161 percent. 
From 1968 to 1982 expenses for major 
overhead items—depreciation, taxes and 
interest on farm mortgage debt—rose 
faster than current operating expenses. 
Who is responsible for the above in-
creased costs? Apparently some seg-
ments of society have been doing very 
well economically at the expense of the 
farmer. 
Farm debt is also a part of the farm 
crisis. The Fact Book defines farm debt 
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and community activity to help those 
affected by the farm crisis has increased 
remarkably. Of special note is the crea-
tion of the Economic Crisis Council 
(ECC) in the Iowa-Nebraska Confer-
ence of the Mennonite Church. Ron 
Kennel, moderator, reports that local 
chapters of the ECC are already meet-
ing. These local councils are attempting 
to facilitate mutual aid and to provide 
emotional and spiritual support groups 
and management counseling or referrals. 
"The hurt which has called forth this 
'structure of love' is being felt by many 
farm families in our congregations. With 
high interest rates, low incomes, deflated 
land values and heavy indebtedness, a 
number of farmers among us have re-
ceived foreclosure notices and several 
have taken bankruptcy. If conditions 
continue, many others may face similar 
consequences," the Kennel statement 
says. 
Kennel points out that "the crisis is 
more than financial. It is also emotional 
and spiritual. It has affected marital, 
family and intracongregational relation-
ships." 
Throughout the farm community, 
not only farm families are being hurt. 
Those in small businesses dependent on 
agriculture are also suffering. In some 
communities, factories have been shut 
down or workers laid off. 
In addition to the Iowa-Nebraska 
councils, the task force is also working 
with a network of similar groups emerg-
ing within the farm community. Models 
and structures that are different from 
the Iowa-Nebraska councils are begin-
ning to emerge in other areas, following 
lines most practical to the particular 
group or community. The various Men-
nonite conferences each have their 
unique ways of working together on 
important issues. 
Task force members have been active 
participants in farm-related meetings in 
a number of states. In addition, members 
of the task force are in communication 
with inter-Mennonite agencies regard-
ing the support available through their 
networks for specific needs. 
Meanwhile, the Continuing Commit-
tee named at the November 1984 Lau-
relville (Pa.) Faith and Farming Confer-
ence has begun working on long-term 
faith and farming issues. They have 
plans to reactivate a newsletter, similar 
to the much appreciated From Swords 
to Plowshares, which was edited by 
Lavonne Piatt and published by the 
General Conference Mennonite Church 
at Newton, Kan., from 1975 to 1982. 
They are also planning a special inter-
Mennonite farm day at Ames, Iowa, for 
Monday, August 12, during Ames '85 
(the Mennonite Church General Assem-
bly) at the request of the Ames '85 pro-
gram committee. 
The farm day for some will come at a 
time when they are facing adjustment to 
life after farming. The day is being 
planned to minister to three groups of 
farmers: those who, by circumstance, 
are making career changes; those who 
with help have a chance to continue 
farming; and those not yet affected by 
the crisis. 
"Christian faith is the foundation 
upon which all three groups can find 
strength to move forward with confi-
dence amid changes beyond their con-
trol," says Heisey. "The task force feels 
that the church at its best releases crea-
tive genius and reflects family solidarity 
in which the care of the person in need is 
the concern of all. When deep trouble 
strikes, the community of faith discovers 
that the Lord's help comes mostly from 
local hands. 
"No well informed person has a quick 
fix for the farm crisis. But the people of 
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in three categories: real estate, non-real 
estate and commodity credit corpora-
tion. Real estate debt rose from $6.6 
billion in 1940 to $109.5 billion in 1983. 
Non-real estate debt in 1940 was $3 bil-
lion; in 1983 it was $91.4 billion. Total 
farm debt rose from $10.0 billion in 1940 
to a whopping $216.3 billion in 1983, an 
average debt per farm of $90,125 in 
1983. 
An increase in farm debt combined 
with a decrease in asset values resulted in 
a 6 percent decline in farm equity during 
1982, the largest decline since 1940. On 
the average, fa rm equity decreased 
$20,500 per farm in 1982. Farm debt 
coupled with a 27 percent decrease in 
income from 1981 to 1982 has spelled 
catastrophe for many farmers. 
The Fact Book table titled "Average 
Income per Farm in 1982" reveals that 
25,000 U.S. farms with sales over 
$500,000 had average net farm income 
of $571,097. In contrast, 660,000 farms 
with sales of $20,000 to $100,000 aver-
aged net incomes of only $3,021.50. The 
vast majority of farms, 66.9 percent, had 
net farm income of $5,539 or less. 
In the last 10 years the number of 
farms fell 16 percent while the average 
size of the farms rose 13 percent. About 
35 percent of all farm land is owned by 
non-farmers. 
Farm ownership is concentrated heav-
ily in the hands of older people, 85 per-
cent male. Blacks and Hispanics each 
held less than 1 percent of the farm land. 
It will take our best efforts at coopera-
tive compassion to resolve the farm cri-
sis. As responsible Christians we must 
be aware of the causes of the present 
agricultural problems and live responsi-
bly. 
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The Biblical Basis for the 
Evangelization of All People 
Part III 
The Bible: 
A Handbook for 
World Evangelization 
In the sweeping review of the Old and 
New Testaments in Parts I and II of this 
series, we have found principles which 
make the Bible the enduring handbook 
for the church's mission in world evan-
gelization. From this survey of the Bible, 
we can safely conclude that any question 
concerning principles of the missionary 
enterprise can be answered in theory by 
the Bible. If a discrepancy does arise it is 
likely caused by misinterpretation of the 
Scriptures. Or the principle may not be a 
missionary principle at all, but rather 
some "fungus growth" to be cut out of 
our policy and procedure as we go about 
the business of world evangelization. 
What in the Bible makes it a current, 
up-to-date handbook, the enduring 
Word that challenges us to missions? An 
excellent reply is given by Professor 
Carver in his book, Missions in the Plan 
of the Ages: 
In the Bible, the missionary text-
Dr. Arthur Climenhaga and his wife Lona 
are residents of Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. He is currently involved in a 
threefold ministry: seminary professor at 
large, Bible conference speaker, and special 
assistant to the executive director of Brethren 
in Christ Board for World Missions. 
book, we find, characterizing its gen-
eral spirit and emphasized in definite 
passages, the missionary thought in 
God's heart, the missionary message 
in Christ's atonement, the missionary 
duty in our Lord's commands, the 
missionary motive in the nature of 
the redeemed life, the missionary task 
in a "world lying in the evil one" (I 
John 5:19), the missionary power in 
"the Holy Spirit whom God hath 
given to them that obey Him" (Acts 
5:32), the missionary goal in "the day 
of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6). 
(page 21) 
Let us summarize Carver's seven quali-
ties of the Bible into five categories. 
The missionary thought in God's 
heart 
The Bible is the essential handbook 
for the missionary church because in it 
the church finds the missionary thought 
in the heart of God. Missions is not the 
product of the human mind. Missions 
did not originate as a philanthropy, an 
effort to increase the well-being of man-
kind. Nor did it arise as the result of the 
schemes or inventions of a missionary 
such as William Carey or even of the 
Apostle Paul. Its fountainhead was in 
by Arthur M. Climenhaga 
the heart of God and was expressed in 
the supreme revelation by the incarna-
tion of Jesus Christ, God's great mis-
sionary to a lost world. We are, there-
fore, well advised to know our Bibles in 
order to defend our brand of missionary-
ism against any destructive modern 
views of "missions." 
Several Scripture portions highlight 
the missionary heart of God. Our cen-
tral text must be John 3:16-17. Verse 17 
points out that "God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through 
him." Other essential Scriptures include: 
2 Corinthians 5:19, "God was reconcil-
ing the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against them. And 
he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation"; 1 John 1:2, "The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to 
it, and we proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father and has 
appeared to us"; John 1:29, "Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world"; Acts 17:26-27, "From one 
man he made every nation of men, that 
they should inhabit the whole earth; and 
he determined the times set for them and 
the exact places where they should live. 
God did this so that men would seek him 
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and perhaps reach out for him and find 
him, though he is not far from each one 
of us." 
Robert Hall Glover wrote in his book, 
Bible Basis of Missions: 
The enterprise known as world-
wide missions, then, is simply the car-
rying into effect of the divine purpose 
and project from the foundation of 
the world. Its accomplishment is the 
one sublime event toward which the 
whole creation moves forward, and 
which will constitute the consumma-
tion and crown of all God's dealings 
with the human race. 
If all this is true, we should expect 
to find much about it in the Holy 
Scriptures, and this is precisely the 
case. Throughout the Bible God's 
thought and plan for the world's 
evangelization are everywhere in evi-
dence. From cover to cover the Bible 
is a missionary book, so much so 
that, as someone has expressed it, 
one cannot cut out its missionary sig-
nificance without completely destroy-
ing the book. For let it be under-
stood, scriptural authority for world-
wide missions rests not merely upon 
a group of proof texts, but upon the 
entire design and spirit of the Bible as 
it reveals God in His relation to men 
and nations, and as it traces the 
unfolding of His purposes down 
through the ages. (pp. 14 f f . ) 
The missionary message is Christ's 
atonement 
The Bible is the missionary church's 
handbook because the church finds in it 
the missionary message—Christ's atone-
ment. Too many missionaries today 
have departed from this central theme. 
While on the mission field a number of 
years ago, I had occasion to scan a 
report entitled, "The World Mission of 
the Church." Many fine sentiments, but 
only a modicum of sound theology, 
were to be found in this report. Through-
out the report ran a strain of emphasis 
on social service, social adaption, social 
. . . ad infinitum. Too many mission-
ary programs have emphasized social 
concern to such an extent that the scrip-
tural message was blunted. May the 
Lord help the Brethren in Christ, while 
keeping a necessary spirit of social con-
cern and effort, to never exclude from 
our mission the call to God's saving 
grace in Jesus Christ. 
What is the missionary message accord-
ing to the Bible? Paul said to the Corin-
thians (1 Cor. 2:1): "When I came to 
you, brothers, I did not come with elo-
quence or superior wisdom as 1 pro-
claimed to you the testimony about 
God. For I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you, except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified." Also he said 
(1:23): "But we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles." 
Our message for the world is the 
Word of the cross. When that message is 
preached as exemplified in Zwemer's 
The Glory of the Cross or Andrew Mur-
ray's The Power of the Blood of Jesus, a 
sharp conflict develops with sin. As 
Zwemer says in his Evangelism Today: 
The cross of Christ is central and is 
the great divide of history and of 
humanity. Before Christ, after Christ, 
in Christ, out of Christ. When we 
preach the message of the cross, it 
demands decisions and commitment, 
or rejection, because the cross itself is 
crucial and divisive. To the right and 
to the left; to glory or to gloom; to 
eternal life or to eternal death, (pp. 40 
f f ) 
The missionary duty, motive, task 
The Bible is the essential handbook 
for the missionary church because in it 
the church finds her duty, motive, and 
task. This threefold thought is beauti-
fully summarized in Matthew 28:19-20, 
the verses, which some have called the 
Great Commission, but which I like to 
term "the Marching Orders": "There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded you. And 
surely 1 will be with you always, to the 
very end of the age." 
In the enduring Word 
of God we see the 
challenge of missions 
and world evangelization. 
The evangelist/ missionary's duty is to 
go; it is the command of Jesus Christ. 
Moreover, the church must send and 
thus vicariously go in the one sent. As 
Oswald Chambers so clearly stated it in 
his book, So Send I You: 
If we are going to remain true to 
the Bible's conception of a mission-
ary, we must go back to the source— 
a missionary is one sent by Jesus 
Christ as He was sent by the Father. 
The great dominating note is notfirst 
the needs of men, but the command 
of Jesus Christ; consequently the real 
source of inspiration is always behind, 
never in front. Today the tendency is 
to put the inspiration in front; the 
great ideal is to sweep everything in 
front of us and bring it all out in 
accordance with our conception of 
success. In the New Testament the 
inspiration is behind, viz., the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. We are called 
to be true to Him, to be faithful to 
Him, to carry out His enterprises, (p. 
74) 
The missionary's motive is embodied 
in the word you—those who have been 
born again and now have the nature of 
the redeemed life. Chambers once again 
says it so well: 
The special person called to do 
missionary work is every person who 
is a member of the Church of Christ. 
The call does not come to a chosen 
few, it is to everyone of us. The spe-
cial call is to stay home. The big call 
remains—"Go ye"; and if I am stay-
ing, I have to give God the reason. 
(PP. 78 f.) 
The missionary's (and the Church's) 
task is summed up in the words, "Teach 
all nations" (KJV), or more fittingly 
translated, "Disciple all nations" (NIV). 
This principle is to be found in all four 
gospels. We have already noted Mat-
thew. In the last chapter of Mark the 
task is defined as the preaching of the 
gospel to every creature, accompanied 
by various definitive signs. Luke de-
scribes the task as preaching repentance 
and remittance of sins to all nations. The 
task in John is described by the Lord 
Jesus as feeding his sheep and tending 
his lambs. The several methods in per-
forming the task are as varied as the 
conditions and needs of the nations to 
whom the missionaries are sent. 
The task assumes a twofold propor-
tion: (1) the ministry of God's Word 
and proclaiming the redemption, and 
(2) the discipling of those who are saved. 
We are so apt to forget that the primary 
reason for missions is not the elevation 
of the people, nor education, nor even 
the salvation of people; it is the com-
mand of our Lord—"Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations." 
The missionary call to power 
The Bible is the missionary church's 
essential handbook because in it the 
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church finds the call to power. First, this 
power comes in the Spirit-filled life 
(Acts 1:8). Paul's command, "Be filled 
with the Spirit," is in correlation with 
the promise, "You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you." I 
do not elaborate here for I hope every 
reader is aware of the urgent need for 
that kind of spiritual life. 
Second, power in the Spirit comes 
through a continual study of the Word 
of God. The words of our Lord, "If you 
remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be given you," become very real as we 
read John 16:7-15. We should read the 
promises from those verses again and 
again. 
The missionary goal 
The Bible is the missionary church's 
essential handbook because it helps the 
church maintain the proper perspective 
in relation to the final goal of evangeli-
zation. Of vital significance is an under-
standing of future events in missions as 
portrayed in both of Paul's letters to the 
Thessalonians. The key verses are 1 
Thessalonians 1:9-10. Here Paul says 
that the believers in Macedonia and 
Achaia report what kind of reception 
you gave us. They tell how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead— 
even Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath." We would do well to 
align all of our programs, methods, and 
perspectives with these words: We 
turned; we serve; we wait for his Son 
from heaven. His words, "Occupy till I 
come" (Luke 19:13 KJV), should be ever 
with us. 
I conclude with the feeling that we 
have but touched the fringes. The re-
marks have dealt only with the larger 
patterns and avoided, purposely, the 
detailed application in any but a sugges-
tive way. I trust that this introductory 
presentation will stir us to a renewed 
appreciation of the Word of God in its 
unlimited possibilities of application to 
what we are and where we are. And I 
trust we may see here the challenge of 
the enduring Word to missions and 
world evangelization for the total church 
of Jesus Christ in the world today. We 
should feel very much like the Apostle 
Paul: "Although I am less than the least 
of all God's people, this grace was given 
me: to preach to the Gentiles the un-
searchable riches of Christ, and to make 
plain to everyone the administration of 
this mystery" (Ephesians 3:8). • 
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The Sending Church, 
the Reaching Church 
Jesus said, "The harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field" (Matthew 
9:37-38). 
Over the last seven years we have had 
the privilege of eight couples leaving our 
congregation to serve the Lord in some 
kind of service elsewhere. Bob and 
Carol went to Life Line Mission in San 
Francisco. Buck and Alva went to 
Spring Lake Retreat. Marlin and Phyl-
lis went to Navajo Mission. Steve and 
Chris went to Zimbabwe, Wanezi, and 
Matopo under MCC. Devee and Jan 
went to Mtshabezi Hospital in Zim-
babwe. Virgil and Nadine went to Indi-
ana under Mennonite Board for Mis-
sions. Jim and Linda went to Kentucky, 
and Larry and Cindy are headed for 
Columbia under Wycliffe. During that 
time several of our singles have given 
varying amounts of time in short-term 
ministry opportunities. Currently, I 
know of seven couples and five singles 
who are interested, or are at some stage 
of preparation for serving the Lord 
elsewhere. I believe going, and prepar-
ing to go, is a very healthy thing for 
congregational life. I want to note 11 
factors that contribute to people going 
out of the local congregation to serve the 
Lord at places of need in the world. 
1. Make prayer fundamental. Surely 
the beginning point is to pray for people 
to go forth. Jesus makes it clear that he 
is the sender; we are the "pray-ers." We 
should then be prepared to see God 
answer our prayers within our own 
church. 
2. Teach of God's worldwide plan. 
Sending involves believing that God is 
interested in the whole world. "World 
Christians" is an excellent term for those 
who are discovering their part in God's 
worldwide plan. Consistent preaching 
Lynn Thrush is pastor of the Fairview 
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church in Waynes-
boro, Pa. 
by Lynn Thrush 
and teaching in the local church that 
God loves the world is essential to 
becoming a sending church. 
3. Consider areas of greatest need. 
Occasionally we remind one another 
about needs in certain areas. Yes, per-
haps there is a need for a doctor in a 
North American ministry, but what 
about the need in Zimbabwe? One hun-
dred years ago, Robert Speer power-
fully urged that we Christians honestly 
look at the issue of comparative need. 
We must give special attention to those 
areas where the need is greatest. 
4. Let go of people willingly. Chris-
tians must overcome the myth that send-
ing people out will hurt the congrega-
tion. When Carol went to San Francisco, 
we wondered who in the world could 
take her place in the Pioneer Girls pro-
gram. We tapped Rose for leadership, 
and she developed beautifully. I wonder 
if Rose would have found a place to 
serve as quickly if Carol had not gone. 
And it is happening right now; new 
leadership is rising to replace those lead-
ers who have gone. Our attendance has 
not declined at all during this time. 
Rather, people leaving home for the 
sake of the gospel injects adrenalin into 
the bloodstream of the congregation. 
5. Encourage inquirers. Pastors, I 
especially speak to you now, I have been 
surprised at the number of people who 
have wondered casually, or specifically, 
about missionary service of some type. 1 
believe it is crucial that the tender plant 
of faith not be crushed. True, we know 
the shortcomings of people close to us, 
and that may influence us to be less than 
positive and encouraging about the pos-
sibilities of service. My guess is that 
some laborers have not gone out because, 
in their initial tentative probing of the 
possibilities, the flickering flame of faith 
was quenched. 
6. Send your best. Encourage those 
who are presently active in church lead-
ership to consider missionary service. In 
the days of offering sacrifices, only the 
best animals were to be offered. God 
offered only his best—his Son Jesus 
Christ—to be sacrificed for us. Surely 
God will bless that church which gives 
God its best leaders. 
7. Make missions visible. Missions 
conferences, Sunday school classes, and 
reading materials are opportunities the 
Holy Spirit may use to answer our 
prayers that he send out laborers. I once 
asked Paula why she was thinking about 
going. She said, "Well, the missions 
banners hanging on the walls won't let 
me think about anything else." 
8. Examine motives for staying. Once 
a person seriously begins to think of 
going, he will often wonder, "Am I sure I 
am to go?" It has sometimes been help-
ful for that person to wrestle with other 
questions, "Am I sure I am to stay?" 
"What call from God do I have to stay?" 
Also, the issue of leaving family will 
eventually arise, as it should. However, 
most disciples will agree that family ties 
are not generally adequate reason to not 
go into cross-cultural service. 
9. Actively support your missionar-
ies. Congregational support is needed 
once a couple decides to go. Even the 
strongest individuals need this. The 
world does not understand leaving se-
curity and home for the sake of the gos-
pel. Missionaries must buck the tide of 
popular opinion in leaving home. The 
congregation's enthusiastic support is so 
appreciated. On the other hand, congre-
gational silence makes it hard on the 
missionary candidate. 
10. Make the commissioning service 
a high point in congregational life. Here 
is a great time to rejoice in the life of 
faith by joining together to send forth 
laborers to spread the good news. Here 
is a great time to commit the family to 
the Lord's care and keeping. It is also a 
great time for the congregation to ex-
press love and appreciation for the indi-
vidual or family. 
11. Set sending goals. Finally, I think 
it is a good idea for the pastor or mis-
sions committee to set specific goals for 
sending out individuals or couples. Per-
haps a good goal would be one each year 
(either short-term or long-term). Cer-
tainly we should expect God to answer 
our prayers to send out laborers. And 
we should expect that he will use our 
people to answer those prayers. 
Our congregations in North America 
have so much by way of personnel and 
resources, while many places have none 
at all. Let us reach out from our churches 
by releasing our people for service to the 
Lord! The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. • 
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Youth confront 
missions 
Steve Weller paints the superintendent's 
house. 
We all thought 864 miles was too 
many miles to travel in one day. We 
thought we would never get through the 
state of Arkansas. 
We were told that our loved ones at 
home were praying that we might enjoy 
God's splendor. Today we experienced 
hail, rain, sunshine, and many types of 
beautiful scenery. 
An account of a family vacation? 
Well, that is partially true. It is a teenag-
er's account of a vacation—of sorts. 
And a family was involved—of sorts. 
This journal entry is from the group 
diary of the Skyline View Brethren in 
Christ Church youth who used the diary 
as a collection of thoughts and details 
concerning their 19-day round trip from 
Harrisburg, Pa., to the Navajo Mission 
in Bloomfield, N.M. From July 29 to 
August 17, 1984, ten youth and four 
adults traveled in two church vans. Ser-
vice, missions involvement, travel, edu-
cation, fellowship, and contact with 
other Brethren in Christ churches all 
by Greg Rider 
formed bases for this trip. 
The youth, in conjunction with their 
church leaders, spent a year in planning 
and fund-raising for the trip. Much of 
this planning consisted of hearing var-
ious speakers, absorbing reading mate-
rials, and watching audio-visuals to pre-
pare the youth for the different lifestyle 
and culture of the Navajos. They even 
participated in a special session with the 
mission superintendent George Bundy 
and his wife Ethel. 
A highlight of this overall preparation 
was participation in The Luna Game, a 
cross-cultural simulation game produced 
by World Christian, Inc. As one youth 
said about the game, "It taught us how 
to go into another culture, and learn 
how to live their life instead of ours. We 
tried not to change their ways, but to try 
to live along with them." The game 
divides players into two groups com-
parable to missionaries and nationals 
(or those of the "different culture"). A 
pre-set series of folklore, language, and 
communication rules allows for the 
players to actually experience the frus-
trations and difficulties of two distinc-
tive, seemingly incompatible culture 
groups attempting to interact and com-
municate. Youth advisor Ken Weller 
comments: "I think of all the things we 
did in preparation for this trip, The 
SUMMfR semce 
a place to serve 
a people to lew 
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SUMMER SERVICE 1985 
Who: anyone between 15 and 22 with a Christian testimony and 
and a desire to serve Christ 
What: hard work—building, teaching, cleaning, painting, camp 
counseling, helping in the kitchen, or almost anything 
Where: Quebec City, Upland Manor, Kenbrook Bible Camp, 
Messiah Village, Mile High Pines Camp, Camp Lakeview, 
and other places 
When: for one or two weeks this summer 
Why: to give of oneself, for excitement and adventure, to face a 
challenge, to serve 
How: For more information, or to apply, write to: 
Mrs. Gladys Gorman 
Director of Summer Services 
Box 65 
Quincy, PA 17247 
Summer Service is sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Luna Game helped the most. I could see 
a change in our youth after we played 
the game." Pastor John Reitz adds that 
it also prepared the youth for working at 
the Navajo Mission where they had to 
abide by someone else's rules and agen-
das, rather than their own. It taught 
service and submission to others—les-
sons not easily learned by any age 
group. 
With this valuable preparation behind 
them, 10 youth, along with leaders John 
Reitz, Anita Culp, and Ken and Joyce 
Weller, traveled the 4,165 miles from 
Harrisburg to the Navajo Mission and 
back again. Though the days of riding in 
vans were long (sometimes too long, as 
stated in the journal), the youth did par-
take of some sightseeing, such as a ride 
on the world's longest tram, and a visit 
to the Grand Canyon. 
In addition to the geographical and 
sightseeing elements of the trip, visiting 
other churches proved to be another 
advantage of the traveling. Brethren in 
Christ churches in Oklahoma City, Albu-
querque, Colorado Springs, and Abi-
lene hosted the youth, often inviting 
them to share in evening worship ser-
vices. The youth especially enjoyed visit-
ing Colorado Springs because they spent 
three days with the youth of that church. 
Since the closest Brethren in Christ 
church to Colorado Springs is eight 
hours away in Kansas, the Colorado 
youth also enjoyed the opportunity to 
have fellowship with other Brethren in 
Christ young people. 
While at the Navajo Mission itself for 
one week, the youth learned the rigors of 
hard phsyical labor. At 7 a.m. they had 
their own group devotions, followed by 
breakfast and morning prayers with the 
mission staff. The workday lasted from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with an hour for lunch. 
Duties ranged from weeding, mowing 
and trimming grass, picking up stones in 
the driveway, ditch-digging, paint-scrap-
ing, and painting, to assembling the 
Navajo News, and dusting, washing, 
scrubbing, and waxing inside the mis-
sion church. Everyone worked hard, 
despite the fact that sometimes there 
were few rewards and little motivation 
for the work. 
During the evening hours the youth 
played basketball and volleyball in the 
Navajo Community Center or visited 
the local attractions. Once they tasted a 
typical Navajo meal of mutton stew and 
fry bread. On Sunday, they all partici-
pated in the worship service at the mis-
sion: a combination of the typical Navajo 
and Brethren in Christ services with part 
of the service spoken and sung in Navajo 
and part in English. The youth espe-
cially liked the different types of music 
and the service without a sermon. 
During an informal interview session 
held several months after their journey, 
the youth discussed accomplishments 
and summaries of the trip. For instance, 
each teenager experienced the advan-
tages and disadvantages of group living. 
Everyone learned who snored and had 
strange sleeping habits, who brushed 
their teeth a lot (and who didn't), as well 
as how to get ready in the morning in the 
least amount of time. As one girl ex-
pressed, "You learn to ignore those 
things that really bother you about 
other people or just realize this is only a 
temporary situation." They also learned 
to be more patient as a result of this 
experience. And for all the disadvan-
tages of group living, most of the youth 
enjoyed it. In the words of one, "We felt 
like one big family." 
What were the major accomplish-
ments, then, of this group living expe-
rience / missions trip? First, these 10 teen-
agers gained confidence in themselves. 
They learned that there is not much they 
cannot do. Like the Apostle Paul, they 
can say, "I can do everything through 




Miriam Stern, Mufulira, Zambia 
New people from various tribes, sev-
eral of whom are mature Christians, 
have joined the one-year-old congrega-
tion at Mufulira. Recently a mines 
accountant, Goliath Phiri, and his wife 
Alice asked to work with the Brethren in 
Christ in Mufulira. (We had asked oth-
ers for prayer for mature spiritual lead-
ership.) I remember this big man in the 
Lusaka Baptist congregation who, sing-
ing with a smile from ear to ear, inspired 
me as I played the piano in the Sunday 
evening service. Now here he was in 
Mufulira, and here we were; we needed 
help and he needed to be used. He stud-
ied our constitution and by-laws, and 
even before he became a member he was 
leading Bible studies which could feed 
the oldest missionaries. He is now our 
church board chairman and lay preacher. 
A string of young mine employees (tech-
Second, they had to collaborate and 
cooperate with each other, sharing the 
things they had. In doing so, they became 
closer to each other, forming a core 
group within the larger youth depart-
ment of the Skyline View congregation. 
Similarly, the congregation got to know 
their youth in new ways through the 
fund-raiser activities and preparations 
leading to the trip, through prayer sup-
port during the trip, and in follow-up 
activities after the trip. These church 
members saw that their youth were 
"good kids" who worked for what they 
wanted. They did not and do not expect 
things to be handed to them. 
Perhaps the greatest accomplishment 
of this 19-day journey can be summed 
up in the words of one of the youth: "All 
of us have a greater missions awareness 
than we've ever had. . . . Many peo-
ple have talked to us, but we've now 
experienced it firsthand." Indeed, the 
challenge, difficulties, obedience, and 
commitment involved in missionary ser-
vice all became a clear reality—not to 
wise and mature veterans of the church, 
but to 10 willing teenagers. May this be a 
challenge and message to all of us! • 
Greg Rider is a 1982 graduate of Messiah 
College giving a year of voluntary service at 
the Mount Joy missions office. 
nicians) are with us because of Phiri. 
They seem proud to be called Brethren 
in Christ. Most of these men are young 
singles who are free to do the Lord's 
work. Some are strong in faith and are 
seeking to lead nominal Brethren in 
Christ into a vital relationship with 
Christ. 
Our service is entirely in English 
which is an attraction to Christian pro-
fessionals. At the office lunch-hour 
Bible study, one of the women witnessed 
so effectively to her boss that now the 
boss and her 12-year-old daughter have 
accepted Christ. They are excited about 
their Christian walk. An immigration 
officer of the group is also now a 
believer. How thrilling to have conver-
sion through contagion! 
We lead a Bible study with the busi-
ness people who have many questions 
about the Christian way. We need wis-
dom to show these people that the way 
of Christ is the answer for them. Pray 
for the people of this group. 
God at work in our world 
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church nerts 
Two courses planned 
for 1985 Summer 
Institute of Ministry 
Brethren in Christ history and polity 
courses will be offered this summer at 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. The 
two courses, sponsored by the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine, are: "Brethren in 
Christ History," May 27-June 14, taught 
by Bishop Owen H. Alderfer, and "Breth-
ren in Christ Polity," June 3-14, taught 
by Dr. R. Donald Shafer. 
Registration may be for one or both 
courses. Seminary credit is being ar-
ranged. Costs for this Summer Institute 
of Ministry include both tuition and 
lodging. Seminary students or persons 
who are in the Brethren in Christ cre-
dentialing process may inquire about 
plans for subsidizing some of the costs. 
For details, contact the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine; Glenn Ginder, 
Director; P.O. Box 9587; Wichita, KS 
67277. Phone (316) 721-4727. Prompt 
inquiry is essential. 
The two 1985 courses are part of the 
development of the four core courses 
approved in principle by General Con-
ference as preparation for ministerial 
credentials with the Brethren in Christ 
Church. However, the Summer Insti-
NOTICE 
An errata sheet for the revised 
Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
ment has been prepared, con-
taining two sections of material 
regarding church boards which 
was inadvertently omitted from 
the manual. 
Copies have been made avail-
able to each congregation that 
ordered quantities of the manual. 
The errata sheet is also available 
at no charge at all Christian Light 
Bookstores. 
You may obtain one or more 
copies of the errata sheet at no 
charge by sending your request, 
together with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope, to: Errata 
Sheet, P. O. Box 189, Nappanee, 
IN 46550. 
tute is open to anyone, including per-
sons who may have no interest in minis-
terial credentials. 
Frances Ulery joins 
media ministries staff 
Frances Ulery joins the staff of the 
Board for Media Ministries, effective 
March 1, as administrative assistant to 
Elwyn Hock, exec-
utive director. She 
moves to Nappa-
nee, Ind.,frorn the 
Harrisburg, Pa., 
area where she has 
been working as 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
assistant for a law 
firm. Prior to that, Frances Ulery 
she spent 18 years on the staff of Ohio 
Masonic Homes, the last 5 years as 
assistant administrator. 
A graduate of Messiah Academy, 
Frances has an Associate of Arts degree 
from Upland College, Upland, Calif., 
and a business certificate from Witten-
burg University, Springfield, Ohio. She 
will be involved in various publishing 
projects, direct mail programs, video 
production, and other special projects of 
the Board for Media Ministries. 
Staff changes at 
Messiah Village 
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters, chaplain and 
pastor of the Messiah village congrega-
tion, has resigned because of health rea-
sons. S. Lane Hostetter, public relations 
and development director, has assumed 
interim chaplaincy/pastoral responsi-
bilities until a replacement can be found 
for Rev. Walters. . 
Dr. Kenneth B. ^ \ 
Hoover of Gran- ^ 1 
tham, Pa., former 
dean of students 




lege, has accepted 
a part-time posi-
tion with Messiah Village in the area of 
public relations. He will carry responsi-
bilities in the area of church relations as 
well as working with media representa-
K. B. Hoover 
tives and local, county, and state govern-
ment officials. 
In addition to Dr. Hoover's longtime 
service at Messiah College, he has served 
the church in numerous local, confer-
ence, and denominational assignments, 
including service on the former Board 
for Missions. 
New coordinator of 
foster care named 
Beth Frey has been named coordina-
tor of foster care ministries by the board 
of Messiah Fam- > p * 
ily Services. She 
succeeds Dr. Lu-
cille Wingert, who 
recently became a 
full-time employee 
of Bethany Chris-
t i a n S e r v i c e s , 
Millersville, Pa. 
In her new part-
time assignment, Beth will be working 
with Brethren in Christ churches to 
stimulate interest in the ministry of fos-
ter care, and will be available to congre-
gations or individuals who have interest 
in such a ministry. She may be contacted 
at R. 2, Box 285, Conestoga, Pa. 17516; 
phone (717) 872-8539. 
Beth and her husband Glenn served 
for the past three years at the Paxton 
Street Home in Harrisburg, Pa. In Sep-
tember of last year, she was succeeded as 
administrator by Rev. Charles Lehman, 
who had been pastoring the Mowers-
ville, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church. 
Position Open 
at Upland Manor 
Upland Manor is in need of a 
couple (age 30 to 70 years) to 
serve as managers of the inde-
pendent living, special care unit. 
This is a separate building for 
four or five persons who are am-
bulatory but who need someone 
to live with them and to cook for 
them. The position will be open 
April 1. 
For information call or write 
the Upland Manor administrator: 
Paul Hill, 1125 W. Arrow High-
way, Upland, CA 91786. (714) 
985-1215. 
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Allegheny Conference 
Missions Day was held by the Big Valley con-
gregation, Belleville. Pa., on Sunday. Jan. 20. 
Speakers were Jose Cancio. G. R. French. J. B. 
Peyton and Louis Cober. • On Jan. 6. ten 
members were received into church fellowship by 
the Cedar Grove congregation. Mifflintown, Pa. 
The Messiah College music group presented an 
evening program to the Five Forks congregation. 
Waynesboro. Pa., on Sunday. Feb. 10. The service 
was followed by a tea. 
Sixteen persons were received into fellowship 
by the Hanover, Pa., congregation on Sunday, 
Feb. 24. • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation 
was challenged by their pastor. Earl Herr. to stop 
watching television for the month of February. A 
list of other things to do was made available. 
Pregnancy Ministries, a new service organiza-
tion, presented a program to the New Guilford 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 3. • Robert Bland was a special guest 
of the Fairview Avenue congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., for the weekend of March 1-3. Mr. 
Bland is director and founder of Teen Missions 
International and Third World Missions, and 
emphasized missions and short-term missions 
opportunities for teens and adults. 
Central Conference 
John and Helen Blosser. missionaries with 
Trans World Radio, shared with the Christian 
Union congregation. Garrett. In., in both the 
Sunday morning and evening services recently. • 
The youth of the Highland congregation. West 
Milton. Oh., held an all night "famine." 
A shower was held by the Rolling Acres congre-
gation, McMinnville, Tn., for a woman and her 
family who lost everything in a house fire. • Rev. 
and Mrs. Dale Jurkovich were installed Sunday. 
Feb. 10 as the pastoral couple of the Sippo Valley 
congregation. Massillon, Oh. Bishop Owen Alder-
fer conducted the installation service which was 
followed by a fellowship dinner. 
At a recent Sunday morning service, Matthew 
A. Lewis was installed as pastor of the Sheboygan, 
Wis., congregation by Bishop Owen Alderfer. 
Pastor Lewis attended Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and graduated from Messiah College. The 
congregation's retiring pastoral couple, Tyrus and 
Alice Cobb, were honored at a banquet and pro-
gram for 25 years of service. 
The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, 
Oh., met with Curt Byer, a student as Asbury 
Seminary, to discuss the possibility of a regular 
weekend youth ministry. 
Glenn Stoner (center) was recently honored 
by the Cedar Grove congregation (Mifflin-
town, Pa.) for serving as deacon for over 31 
years. During that time, he missed only one 
church board meeting, due to hospitalization. 
Church treasurer for more than 15 years, he 
and his wife Mary (right) were custodians for 
15 years as well as Sunday school teachers. 
He was recently appointed Minister of Visita-
tion. 
Pastor Eugene Heidler (left) presents the 
recognition plaque. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
observed "Sanctity of Human Life Sunday" on 
Jan. 20. The film "Greater than Gold," was also 
shown. • Nine persons f rom the Lancaster, Pa., 
congregation participated in a recital in conjunc-
tion with the dedication of their piano. 
The "Trusting 30's" Sunday school class of the 
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., held a one-
day retreat at Willow Valley Resort. • Youth Sun-
day was observed by the Refton, Pa., congrega-
tion by showing the film, "Flying High." 
A family-life seminar was sponsored by the Sky-
line View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. Rev. Paul 
Unruh, with Counseling Ministries, spoke on the 
following topics: Marriage Affair, Getting Your 
Head Together, Learning to Forgive, and Self-
Worth. • The Speedwell Heights congregation, 
Lititz, Pa., held a Christian workers' banquet on 
Sunday evening, Feb. 24. Mary Jane Davis, Direc-
tor of Christian Education of the Grantham con-
gregation (Allegheny Conference), spoke on "Out 
of Breath and Still Running." 
Canadian Conference 
The Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, 
Ont., held an evening fellowship recently. Richard 
and Kathleen Steubing shared about their work at 
the Theological College of Central Africa. • A 
missionary meeting was held by the Houghton 
congregation, Langton, Ont. The guests were 
Harry and Gay Oosthuyzen f rom Transkei, South 
Africa. 
The Emmanuel Bible College Choir, Kitchener, 
Ont., presented an evening concert to the Port 
Colborne, Ont. congregation. • A panel was con-
ducted during a recent Sunday evening service by 
the Rosebank Church, Petersburg, Ont. The panel 
led the congregation in evaluating their ministry 
and shared suggested projections of the group. 
The Wainfleet, Ont., congregation hosted a 
family life and marriage seminar. Topics included 
parenting, finances, and marriage. 
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For women who are single, widowed, divorced or separated 
Women Alone 
Feminar 
April 19-21 1985 
(Beginning 6:30 p.m. Friday) 
Registration deadline: April 8 
Place: Camp Hebron, north of Harrisburg, Pa. 
Theme: "It Makes Good Sense" 
Speakers: Bishop and Mrs. Frank Kipe 
Rev. Eber Dourte 
Cost: $8 registration fee by April 8 
$42 upon arrival April 19 
For more Information, or to register, contact Donna Sollenberger, 
177 Edgewood Avenue, St. Thomas, PA 17252. 
stevOartisfyp 
How to stretch dollars 
by Paul Hostetler 
About a year ago a young couple in one of our Brethren in 
Christ congregations was struggling with the principle of biblical 
stewardship as they were growing in the Lord. They were faced 
with giving the tithe (a tenth of their income to the Lord's work at 
their home church). Such a move seemed impossible since every 
cent which came in each month was needed to pay their bills. 
At that crucial point in their lives, the husband and sole bread 
earner lost his job. Most Christians would assume that any 
positive decision on beginning to tithe would need to be post-
poned. Wrong. In that difficult hour they made the big leap of 
faith. 
When the unemployment check came, the tithe was taken right 
off the top J u s t as the tithe should be. Every Sunday during those 
trying months, a check for the full tithe was placed in the offering 
plate. What is more, these new tithers were so determined to stay 
current with the Lord's money that they dropped off the check at 
the treasurer's home when they needed to be absent from regular 
Sunday services! 
Did extra money come to them in some miraculous way? No. 
Did God honor such consecration by providing employment 
soon? No. In fact, twelve months went by, with the unemploy-
ment checks amounting to about half the previous income. 
So how did they manage with the remaining 90 percent of the 
greatly reduced income, 50 percent, and that starting two weeks 
after the job was lost? For some strange reason there was enough 
money to pay all the bills, including large mortgage and car 
payments along with all the other routine costs a family of four 
always has. And therein was a miracle, according to the family. 
As of this writing, the unemployment checks have stopped 
coming. In a continuing and even greater miracle, funds have 
come to the family f rom unexpected and even unknown sources 
to the extent that all obligations continue to be met. There's been 
some of scrimping, but no one has suffered. Just enough—no 
more. 
Recently the husband/father was notified that a job has 
opened for him—in a month, or more. And so, the test of faith 
continues and the "My Lord will supply all your needs . . ." 
continues as well. 
Perhaps you have a story about Christian stewardship to tell 
that will help people "see your (or someone else's) good works 
and glorify your father which is in heaven." If so, contact Paul 
Hostetler, Box A, Grantham, PA 17027; (717) 697-2634. 
Pacific Congregation 
The Labish congregation, Salem, Or., held a 
Sunday school leadership seminar and potluck 
meal on Sunday, Feb. 10. • Trophies were recently 
awarded to 15 youth from the Upland, Ca., con-
gregation Junior Department. They were winners 
in a three-month Sunday School Olympics and 
participated in Scripture memorization, Bible 
reading, Sunday school attendance, and bringing 
their Bibles to church. 
Midwest Conference 
The senior citizens of the Bethany congregation, 
Thomas, Ok., sponsored a homemade soup and 
pie supper. The proceeds went to the library. • A 
report was given to the Rosebank congregation, 
Abilene, Ks., by their youth who attended the 
conference at French Lick, In. 
The Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., reports 
holding a consecration service for their deacon 
couple, Chris and Bonnie Frey. Bishop Glenn 
Ginder participated in the service. 
Correction: Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Heidler (and 
not the Kenneth Hokes, as reported in the March 
issue) recently returned f rom their sabbatical to 
pastoral responsibilities at the Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Mifflintown, Pa. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Carter: David John, Jan. 19; Dr. Stephen and 
Ruth Carter, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Clepper: Tina Marie, Jan. 15; Randy and Tra-
cee Clepper, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Corle: James Lee, Feb. 3; Brian and Sharon 
(Edwards) Corle, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Debrick: Rachel Doreen, Dec. 23; Rick and 
Kathy Debrick, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Deitrich: Christopher David, Aug. 26; Dean 
and Brenda Deitrich, Perkiomen Valley congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Dennis: Matthew Daniel, Jan. 8; William and 
Donna (Kaufman) Dennis, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Dughbarty: Jordan Neal, Jan. 24; Louis and 
Nancy (Mann) Dughbarty, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Heinley: Jona than David, Jan. 25; Allen and 
Diane Heinley, Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Johnson: Ryan Knoll, Jan. 12; Mike and Kathy 
Johnson, Mountain View congregation, Co. 
Jurkovich: Rachel Lindsey, Feb. 7; Rev. Dale 
and Nancy Jurkovich, Sippo Valley congregation, 
Oh. 
Kilts: Jordan Glen, Jan. 24; Wayne and Cindy 
Kilts, Wainfleet congregation. Ont. 
Martin: Sheena Leigh, Dec. 28; Scott and Lisa 
Martin, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Melhorn: Zachary David, Jan. 21; Luke and 
Tammy Melhorn, Mechanicsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Morse: Branden Lee, Jan. 16; DeWayne and 
Shirley Morse, Clear Creek congregation. Pa. 
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Mowery: Ryan Allen, Jan. 21; Allen and Penny 
Mowery, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Moyer: Marie Elaine, Oct. 26; Mike and Peggy 
Moyer, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Neumann: Amanda Katherine, July 29; Mark 
and Kathy Neumann, Perkiomen Valley congre-
gation, Pa. 
Neumann: Garrett Douglas, Dec. 22; Frank 
and Darlene Neumann, Perkiomen Valley con-
gregation, Pa. 
Senften: Colleena Renae, Jan. 8; Bob and Karen 
Senften, Amherst congregation, Oh. 
Slattery: Lisa Sharon, Jan. 28; Bob and Kim 
Slattery, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Smucker: Mandi Kay, Feb. 15; Rev. Darrell 
and Marilyn Smucker, Morrison congregation, II. 
Wallman: Rebecca Ruth, Jan. 8; Dan and 
Linda Wallman, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Weisel: Lydia Jane, Jan. 21; David and Cyn-
thia Weisel, Morrison congregation, II. 
Wolgemuth: Jeremy Paul, Feb. 8; Eric and 
Susan Wolgemuth, Cross Roads congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Criger-Bearss: Beth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leo Bearss, Ridgeway, Ont., and Glenn, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Criger, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
Jan. 11 in the Falls View Brethren in Christ 
Church with Revs. Dwayne Hulett and Ross Nigh 
officiating. 
Fokkens-Sebastiany: Beulah Sebastiany and 
John Fokkens, Sept. 29, 1984 in the Central Unit-
ed Church, Welland, Ont., with Revs. James 
Cober and Don Parsons officiating. 
Gehrke-Southers: Dottie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clayton Southers, Lost Springs, Ks„ and 
Blaine, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Gehrke, 
Eugene, Or., Jan. 10. 
Neumann-Wismer: Mindy Wismer, Trappe, 
Pa., and Paul Neumann, Graterford, Pa., Sept. 8 
in the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
with Revs. Fred Geib and Carl Anderman of-
ficiating. 
Peoples-Renninger: Donna, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Melvin Renninger, and Joseph, son of 
Mrs. Marlene Peoples and the late Marvin Peo-
ples, Jan. 12 in the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Obituaries 
Auman: John W. Auman Jr., Harrisburg, Pa., 
born Jan. 15, 1921, died Dec. 12, 1984. He is 
survived by his wife, Edith; two sons: Paul and 
Richard; and four grandchildren. He was a mem-
ber of the Skyline Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
John G. Reitz. Interment was in Camp Hill 
Cemetery. 
Besecker: George D. Besecker, Waynesboro, 
Pa., born April 8, 1913, died Dec. 18, 1984. He is 
survived by his wife, Lena; two sons: Stanley D. 
and Robert E.; two grandsons; six sisters; and two 
brothers. He was a member of the Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church. Revs. Wilbur Besecker 
and W. Rupert Turman conducted the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Quincy Cemetery. 
Blackstone: Rev. Walter E. Blackstone, Mechan-
nicsburg, born Jan 25, 1907, died Jan. 22, 1985. He 
was married to Mildred Westover who preceded 
him in death in May 1979. He later married Flor-
ence Sheriss Fought who survives. Also surviving 
are 6 children: Jeannette Ritchey, Samuel, Walter 
G., Delores Thomas, Philip, and Miriam Mus-
selman; 2 step-children; 20 grandchildren; 15 
great-grandchildren; 7 step-grand-children; 2 
brothers; and 3 sisters. He was a member and 
former pastor of the Clear Creek Brethren in 
Christ Church. He also served as pastor of the 
Canoe Creek, Mountain Chapel, Eight Square 
and Mountain View Brethren in Christ Churches. 
Rev. Curtis E. Bryant conducted the funeral ser-
vice. Interment was in Bethel Cemetery, Hopewell. 
Tribute to 
Rev. Walter Blackstone 
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints" (Psalm 116:15). Rev. Walter Blackstone 
was called home by his Lord on January 22,1985. 
Brother Blackstone had served the Lord, and the 
Brethren in Christ Church, in the ministry for 54 
years. During this time he served as pastor at Clear 
Creek, Canoe Creek, Mountain Chapel, and Eight 
Square Chapel in Pennsylvania, and Mountain 
View in West Virginia. In recent years, he was 
radio pastor for the Old Fashioned Gospel Hour 
in Everett, Pa. His loving ministry in person and 
on the air will long be remembered and missed by 
all who knew and heard him. 
Our prayer support and sympathy rests with all 
the family. A worthy, godly, fatherly example has 
been set for all. 
H. Frank Kipe, Bishop 
Allegheny Conference 
continued on page 26 
Brethren in Christ 
Statement on Pornography 
Whereas, Brethren in Christ have traditionally held fast to a scriptural 
view of the sacredness of human sexuality and have abhorred the effects of 
all destructive influences which break down family faithfulness and violate 
the essential respect necessary in all relationships: male-female, adult-child, 
and adult-adult, and 
Whereas, Jesus clearly stated the peril of offending little ones and 
because child pornography, including sexual murder, is on the increase, 
and 
Whereas, the Scriptures state that we must give an account of our 
stewardship of all resources, including those of human personality, and 
Whereas, there is increasing evidence that viewing pornography does 
indeed influence people to commit acts which violate the human mind, 
body, and spirit, and 
Whereas, the Christian Holiness Association, of which we are 
members, has published a resolution on pornography (see Evangelical 
Visitor, August 1984) calling its member churches to action; Be it 
Resolved that the Brethren in Christ urge all its constituents to 
support such organizations as the National Consultation on Pornography, 
Inc., and Be it 
Resolved that Brethren in Christ everywhere root out and confess all 
violations of personal morality and integrity, including the attendance at 
movies which treat sexual relationships as spectator sport and violate the 
scriptural standards of decency and morality, and Be it 
Resolved that we refuse to view programs which bring sin and vio-
lence into our homes, and Be it 
Resolved that we protest by speaking out, writing, and boycotting 
programs and businesses which promote or prosper by these evils, thus 
clarifying our separateness from the world, and our witness in the world, 
and Be it further 
Resolved that we commit ourselves to a lifestyle of respect for the 
integrity of all children, women, and men, following the example of Jesus 
Christ. 
Furthermore, Whereas there may be among us persons who, through 
exposure to pornographic materials, have become ensnared in this corrupt-
ing evil, and 
Whereas persons seeking such release need the ministry of the church; 
Be it 
Resolved that we take appropriate redemptive measures to be helpful 
in bringing about healing, restoration, and wholesome perspectives in these 
persons. 
Prepared by the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and adopted by the Board of 
Administration of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
April 1985 25 
Butler: Charles O. Butler, born May 18, 1912, 
died Jan. 25, 1985, in Lock Haven Hospital, Pa. 
He was the son of Thomas and Edna Specht 
Butler. He was married to Josephine Bower who 
survives. Also surviving are a step-son; three sis-
ters; six grandchildren; and nine great-grandchil-
dren. He was a member of Cedar Heights Brethren 
in Christ Church. Rev. John L. Bundy conducted 
the funeral service. Interment was in the Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery. 
Dann: Dana E. Dann, Trappe, Pa., born July 
19, 1956, died Jan. 2, 1985. He was the son of Paul 
and Venita Dann who survive. Also surviving are 
three sisters and two brothers. Rev. Fred Geib 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
Limerick Garden of Memories. 
Dilts: Hugh Dilts, born July 21, 1904, died 
Dec. 26, 1984, in Port Colborne, Ont. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Hazel; three sons: Arnold, Stan-
ley, and Everett; a daughter, Joyce Coverdale; a 
sister, Ethel; and two brothers: Harley and George. 
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Doris; 
daughter, Mona; and son-in-law, Frank Johnson. 
Revs. James Cober and John Young conducted 
the funeral service. 
Tyson: Jacob H. Tyson, Palmyra, Pa., born 
Nov. 24, 1912, died Jan. 5, 1985. He was married 
to Miriam K. Heisey Tyson who survives. Also 
surviving are three daughters and a son. Rev. Fred 
Geib conducted the funeral service in the Perkio-
men Valley Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in Perkiomen Valley Cemetery. 
Warfleld: Dawn Renee Warfield, born Aug. 
31, 1961, died Jan. 13, 1985. She was the daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. C. R. Burgard who survive. Also 
surviving are her husband, Robert; and a brother, 
Donald R. The funeral service was conducted in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church by 
Rev. Curtis Rhudy and Dr. Henry A. Ginder. 
Wolgemuth: Daniel Wolgemuth, Mount Joy, 
Pa., born April 26, 1895, died Feb. 8, 1985. He is 
survived by his wife, Violet; 2 sons: D. Jay and 
Donald; 4 step-sons: Luke, Elton, James and 
David Bomberger; 16 grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren; 3 brothers; and a sister. He was a 
member of the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Revs. Dale H. Engle. B. E. Thuma, and Donald 





Students Volunteer Tax Help 
Students who were enrolled in "Basic 
Income Tax Preparation" during Janu-
ary Term used their newly gained know-
ledge to help area residents with their 
income tax returns. The course, spon-
sored by the IRS as part of the Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and 
Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) 
programs and taught by Vernon Mar-
tin, assistant professor of accounting at 
Messiah, was designed to help low in-
come, elderly, or handicapped taxpay-
ers who cannot afford professional tax 
assistance. 
Dr. John Walford Speaks in Chapel 
As part of the 1985 Fine Arts Festival, 
Dr. John Walford, a 17th century Dutch 
landscape painter expert, spoke in chapel 
on January 31. His lecture was entitled 
"Art: Secular Luxury or Christian 
Necessity?" 
In his lecture, Dr. Walford stated that 
Protestants have lost their vision for art 
because they regard it as exclusively for 
the rich and irrelevant to their daily life. 
He claimed that art is a necessity to 
Christians because it is a witness of 
Creation. It expresses human concerns 




The Board for Congregational Life is compiling a guide of "Resources 
for Congregational Life." The guide's purpose is to aid congregations in 
securing materials on printed resources, structural resources, and per-
sonnel related to congregational life. 
Any congregations involved in men's and/or women's organizations, 
or children's ministries (such as junior worship, midweek activities, or 
summer ministries), please respond to one of the following persons: 
Ken Letner 
Board for Congregational Life 
Box 27 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
Sandl Fretz 
Board for Congregational Life 
Suite 305 
232 King Street N. 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2J 2Y7 
Dean's List Banquet 
On February 7, a banquet was held in 
the College dining hall for the 271 stu-
dents who are on the Dean's List for the 
fall semester. Brethren in Christ stu-
dents named to the list are: Linda Bar-
rett, David H. Brandt, Mindy Brubaker, 
Winifred Brubaker, Kevin Cassel, Jef-
frey Conrady, Sheldon Cober, Robert 
Felix, Tonia Garling, Janet Heise, Mark 
Heise, Jeanne Hess, Jon Hoffman, Karl 
Hostetler, Kyle Hostetler, Tina Koser, 
Julia Lehman, Thomas Mann, Crystal 
Meek, John Melhorn, Lucinda Oswald, 
Carol Peterman, Richard Rinard, Cindy 
Robinson, Jill Seaman, Douglas Slay-
maker, Felix Sung, Sheryl Thomas, J. 
C. Trussell, Karen Ulery, and Kathy 
Ulery. 
Second Annual Brethren in Christ 
Student/Faculty Social 
The Second Annual Brethren in 
Christ Student/Faculty Social took 
place on Sunday, February 24, in the 
basement of the Grantham Church. 
This was a time to get acquainted with 
the other Brethren in Christ students, 
faculty, and staff on campus, while 
learning a bit more about the denomina-
tion. During the social, Dr. E. Morris 
Sider, professor of history and English 
literature, told some stories about the 
college days of some present denomina-
tional leaders. The group also played a 
game of Brethren in Christ trivia. 
Noodle Dinner Commemorates 
Messiah's History 
On Tuesday, February 19, students at 
Messiah enjoyed a "That's Using the Ol' 
Noodle" dinner, a buffet-style meal pre-
pared by the College Food Services 
staff. The special dinner, featured fettu-
cine, linguine, and tortellini with a var-
iety of sauces. There were also noodle 
salads and a noodle dessert. 
The inspiration for this dinner was the 
S. R. Smith Company, the noodle fac-
tory associated with the origin of Mes-
siah College. Many of Messiah's early 
students worked in the noodle factory. 
Clarence Z. Musser '29 recalls that when 
he was about eight years old, he visited 
an uncle who was a Messiah student. 
"He took us through the plant, showing 
us the large extruding machines and var-
ious products, and especially the huge 
steam-generating furnaces and the large 
steam engine which drove the noodle 
making machines by many wheels and 
belts." 
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Pfjo&be^s Journal 
"Things Women Talk About, Part 1—Parenting" 
Conversations with friends can cover 
a lot of territory. We talk in stream-of-
consciousness style about almost every-
thing that's going on in our lives—from 
everyday details to the deeper concerns 
we have for ourselves, our marriages, 
our children, our faith, and the church. 
These days we seem to be spending a lot 
of time discussing our roles as mothers. 
My feelings of inadequacy as a mother 
frequently surface when I have run-ins 
with my children. I think that if I were a 
better mother, I'd be able to remain 
calm, patient, and loving at all times; I'd 
never yell; and I wouldn't mind the 24-
hour demands on my time and energy. 
The reality is that I'm not always calm, I 
do yell, and sometimes I think I can't 
stand another minute of sibling fights, 
loud "yuks" when we sit down to dinner, 
complaints about being bored, stormy 
reactions to simple requests, or the con-
stant demands. 
I am relieved when I compare notes 
with my friends and discover that the 
behavior in my daughter or son that I 
feared was the result of some huge par-
enting mistake on my part is very typical 
of other children their ages. Maybe 
commiserating with a friend about our 
mutual frustrations isn't the most posi-
tive response, but it sure is cathartic. 
And after we've let out all the frustration 
and anger and feelings of inadequacy, 
we can often sort out what's happening 
and sometimes we can even help each 
other to know what to do. 
Because I see myself in my daughter, I 
often react negatively to her behavior. I 
see her perpetuating patterns of behav-
ior I don't like in myself, or I want to 
protect her from what I went through at 
her age. Other mothers might see their 
confrontations with their daughters as 
the result of personality clashes. 
Whether our confrontations are be-
cause we can't stand seeing ourselves 
mirrored in our daughters, or because 
our personality styles are different, or 
simply because we're mothers (adults) 
and they're daughters (children), we 
often feel caught in a trap. Daughter 
does or says something we don't like; 
mother responds negatively; daughter 
reacts defensively, angrily, defiantly— 
and the trap is sprung. Extricating myself 
from this trap is difficult; I often feel like 
I need someone else to intervene, to help 
me see what's going on, to offer me a 
way out which will preserve our integ-
rity and dignity. That "someone else" 
might be my husband, another friend 
who is also a mother, or even a family 
counselor. 
Sometimes school is the focus of con-
flict between my daughter and me. She 
asks for help with homework, and when 
I give it she resists my suggestions. She 
feels overwhelmed by a teacher's expec-
tations and wants me to intercede, which 
I won't do because I want her to learn to 
speak for herself. She refuses to believe 
that my experience as both a student 
and a teacher might have some rele-
vance for her situation. And so on. 
I want to be involved in my children's 
education, as do my friends, but it's a 
constant struggle to know how. Among 
my friends, being involved has meant 
deciding to teach them at home, going to 
bat for a child who was extremely 
unhappy in a particular situation, being 
president of the PTA, going along on 
field trips, attending school board meet-
ings, working to improve the integrity 
and efficiency of the public school sys-
tem, volunteering time in the classroom— 
not to mention always being available as 
safe sounding boards and reliable re-
sources for our children. 
We do these things willingly, but 
we're always questioning whether a par-
ticular choice of action is the right one. 
When is it right to intervene and when 
should we urge the child to find his or 
her own way through a hard situation? 
How much should we try to protect our 
children from all the things that might 
hurt them? How do we know when 
we're crossing over the edge and turning 
into pushy mothers who butt in when-
ever their precious child is threatened in 
some way? 
One friend observed that if parents 
aren't advocates for their own children, 
who else will be? Young children espe-
cially simply aren't capable of pleading 
their own causes and they need someone 
who loves them unconditionally and 
cares about their personal welfare to 
intercede for them. I want to do that for 
my own children, and at the same time I 
want to help them learn how to take 
responsibility for themselves. My friends 
want the same thing, and it's always 
helpful to get together with them and 
talk about our common desire to be 
good parents to our children. 
Plyoebe. 
'Share the Hope' 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
APRIL 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
Ways To Gain Hope . . . 
By believing 
M • 1 Psalm 119:65-72 
T • 2 Isaiah 43:10-15 
W • 3 Matt. 9:27-31 
T • 4 Matt. 21:28-32 
F • 5 Mark 9:20-24 
S • 6 Mark 9:42-50 
S • 7 Mark 11:20-26 
M • 8 Mark 16:14-20 
T • 9 Luke 8:49-55 
W • 10 Luke 24:1-12 
T • 11 Luke 24:24-31 
F • 12 Luke 24:36-48 
S • 13 John 1:1-5 
S • 14 John 1:6-12 
M • 15 John 3:1-12 
T • 16 John 3:14-21 
W • 17 John 3:31-36 
T • 18 John 4:24-42 
F • 19 John 4:46-53 
S • 20 John 5:39-47 
S a 21 John 6:22-24 
M • 22 John 6:30-51 
T • 23 John 6:61-69 
W • 24 John 8:21-30 
T • 25 John 8:42-47 
F • 26 John 9:35-41 
S • 27 John 10:22-30 
S • 28 John 10:31-42 
M • 29 John 11:21-36 
T • 30 John 11:39-46 
MAY 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
W • 1 John 11:47-57 
T • 2 John 12:34-43 
F • 3 John 12:44-50 
S • 4 John 14:1-7 
S • 5 John 14:8-14 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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Onesinjus Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
This month we are celebrating Easter. 
Throughout church history, this season 
has been central to Christianity. We 
celebrate on Easter the resurrection of 
our Lord. 
In the modern day, Paul, some Chris-
tians have questioned the historical ac-
curacy of the resurrection account and 
other miraculous events recorded in 
Scripture. The argument with regard to 
the resurrection goes like this. The old-
est recordings of Jesus' life (e.g. the 
Gospel of Mark) contain little about the 
resurrection. The later Gospel records 
(e.g. the Gospel of John) carry more 
detailed accounts. The argument then is 
that the resurrection is an idea that grew 
up in the early church. 
This idea probably seems strange to 
you, Paul. You would certainly agree 
more with the twentieth century writer 
who says: "The resurrection is not an 
idea that grew up in the early church, 
but the idea around which the early 
church grew up." 
It seems to me that this last statement 
is quite profound. The resurrection is 
the idea around which the church has 
grown from the first century to the twen-
tieth century. The resurrection is the 
central event of our faith. Therefore 
Easter has been, and is, the central event 
of the church year. 
Why is the resurrection crucial? Why 
is Easter so meaningful? Why is this time 
of year so central to our faith? 
First, Easter reminds us of our need 
for repentance. As we observe the scene 
of the cross on Good Friday, we see 
ourselves in the crowd. We have all 
sinned. In a sense we are the ones who 
crucified Christ. We see ourselves in 
Judas' betrayal and Peter's denial. There-
fore we realize that, as sinners, we need 
the reconciling grace that the cross 
provides. 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
Today, Paul, we are uncomfortable 
with repentance. Repentance means 
"turning around" and going the other 
direction. We tend to be more comfort-
able with a grace that does not demand 
anything of us. We think of salvation in 
terms of justification rather than re-
pentance. Justification emphasizes the 
idea that our sins have been wiped out. 
That does not demand much of us. We 
need to be reminded that repentance 
demands a changed life from us. Repent-
ance requires us not only to accept 
Christ as our Savior, but to make him 
Lord of our lives. It calls us to a radically 
new style of life. It is to repentance that 
the Easter event calls us. 
"The resurrection is 
not an idea that grew 
up in the early church, 
but the idea around 
which the early church 
grew up." 
Secondly, Easter is our source of 
hope. The church in your time, Paul, 
experienced considerable persecution. 
You yourself experienced the terror of 
the Roman emperor Nero. The church 
subsequently saw even more suffering at 
the hands of Rome. In those days the 
statement, "He is risen," served as a con-
stant source of confidence and hope. 
Even the worst that Rome could deal 
out could not squelch that early Chris-
tian community. Indeed, it grew in just a 
few centuries to be the religion of the 
empire. The hope of the resurrection 
caused the church to grow through 
suffering. 
Today, we North American Chris-
tians do not seem to be persecuted for 
our faith. Maybe we would be stronger 
if we were. Yet, the twentieth century 
holds many terrors for us that you did 
not experience in your day. We live with 
the threat of nuclear destruction; the 
political and economic stability of our 
culture seems very tenuous; the growing 
secularism of our age seems to be chang-
ing so rapidly that we wonder whether 
the beliefs that we cherish will all be 
swept away. In our day the words, "He is 
risen," bring us hope. Instead of saying: 
"Look what the world is coming to!" we 
can say, "Look who has come to the 
world." Easter gives us that hope. 
Finally, in addition to bringing hope 
in the present, Easter reminds us that 
death has been conquered. On Good 
Friday, it appeared that death had con-
quered Christ and his plan. The crowd 
thought that Jesus was the kind of Mes-
siah that they saw on Palm Sunday, the 
royal Messiah coming into Jerusalem to 
set up a marvelous kingdom on this 
earth. When Palm Sunday was over, we 
find Jesus weeping over Jerusalem be-
cause of the lack of understanding evi-
denced in the events of that day. To the 
people who sang praises to the conquer-
ing Messiah on Palm Sunday, the death 
of Christ was a tragedy. The disciples 
who accompanied Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus saw his death as a tragedy. Yet, 
Jesus knew that his death was no 
tragedy. It was the method he used to 
overcome the ultimate tragedy, death 
itself. 
In the twentieth century, we are quite 
concerned about death, even obsessed 
with it. Some people are morbidly pre-
occupied with it, as is evidenced by the 
popularity of horror movies. Others 
take great pains to deny death; they 
refuse to talk about it or face up to it. 
The message of the resurrection is that 
Jesus has overcome death for us. We no 
longer need to dread its effects. Death is 
not a tragedy for the Christian. Jesus' 
death was his triumph; it won for us our 
salvation. Likewise our death is our tri-
umph; it is the doorway to our salvation. 
Easter reminds us that Jesus overcame 
death for us. 
So, Christians today, as did Chris-
tians of your age, join in celebrating 
Easter. The resurrection reminds us that 
we all through repentance gain hope in 
this world and eternal life in the world to 
come. "He is risen! He is risen, indeed!" 
Onesimus 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
reader^ f i i s p o n d 
More about abortion 
I want to respond to Janet Wolfe's 
letter to the editor in the March issue in 
which she asked for coverage in the 
Evangelical Visitor of the church's re-
sponse to abortion. I'd like to let Visitor 
readers know that the spring issue (and 
possibly the Summer one as well) of 
Shalom!, a quarterly journal for the 
practice of reconciliation published by 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
will deal exclusively with abortion—a 
biblical perspective, a discussion of some 
of the ethical issues involved, and sug-
gestions for how the church and indi-
viduals can respond. 
You can receive Shalom! by writing 
to me at the address below. (If you have 
been receiving the Peace and Justice 
Newsletter, you should already be re-
ceiving Shalom! also.) We invite you to 
join us as we attempt to stimulate dia-
logue and promote Christlike ways to 
respond to the needs of our world. 
Harriet Bicksler, editor 
1803 Mulberry St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17104 
On Worship 
Congratulations to Roger C. Palms, 
Andrea Harrison, Ronald L. Miller and 
to our dear friend Onesimus for four 
well-written and thought-provoking 
articles on the subject of corporate wor-
ship in the February issue. Since Onesi-
mus' letter is near the back of the issue, I 
would advise anyone who may have 
missed it to turn to page 29 and read it, 
since it both complements and adds to 
the thoughts expressed by the first three 
writers. 
One other aspect of corporate wor-
ship not mentioned by any of the writers 
might be a subject for future discussion. 
So at the risk of receiving a barrage of 
criticism, I'll mention here the visual 
aspect of corporate worship, especially 
as it relates to the chancel area of the 
church building. 
Does the central pulpit with the min-
ister as the prominent figure lend itself 
best to God-centered worship? Or is the 
open chancel with the pulpit and the 
lectern on the sides and the center altar 
with the cross and the open Bible more 
conducive to God-centered worship? 
One innovative architectural plan, 
sometimes called the "church in the 
round" places the congregation, choir, 
the pastors and all participants in a cir-
cle with the altar in the center, giving an 
effect of the oneness of all worshippers, 
with the focal point on the central altar. 
The more informal Sunday evening 
service and other group meetings giving 
opportunities for individual expression 
and for sharing also have a place in 
congregational life. But I believe the 
Sunday morning worship service should 
be the high point for all Christians. A 
well-planned service need not be cold 
and austere, but can be a deeply reward-





The March issue of the Visitor arrived 
Wednesday, February 27. I found the 
article under the heading, "Farmers in 
Trouble," to be both informative and 
depressing. The plight of Kenneth Her-
shey, a man I do not know, gripped my 
sympathy. It would appear that the 
banker took advantage of Mr. Her-
shey's need for cash, expecting to in-
crease the bank's income by added 
interest revenue. There are many other 
farmers, as the article mentioned, who 
face a similar problem as Mr. Hershey. 
But outstanding is Mr. Hershey's deter-
mination to protect his creditors as 
much as he possibly can. This is the 
mark of a real man. 
I noted the suggestion, subtle per-
haps, that a fund could be established 
through the churches, possibly adminis-
tered by the MCC, (or maybe through 
our own Peace and Social Concerns 
Committee) to assist our brethren who 
have fallen on hard times. This is a good 
idea, but it would be better to establish 
such a program on the local church 
level. An effort on the part of the church 
to help wherever possible would have a 
most beneficial effect on the brother-
hood and enhance our testimony of 
Christianity to the world. To attempt 
such a program on a church wide level 
would be too cumbersome and unwieldy, 
and there are enough church boards and 
To be considered for publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
committees now on the General Confer-
ence listing. 
For a number of years, during the 
fifties and early sixties, I had frequent 
contacts with a partner in a farm equip-
ment distributorship in Buffalo, New 
York. One day, while eating lunch, he 
confided to me that he was not satisfied 
with his current church affiliation, and 
was considering making a change. I 
asked what he was thinking of changing 
to, and was taken aback when he re-
plied, "The Mormans." He explained 
that these people had collections of 
farming implements, household goods, 
and building supplies at various loca-
tions for the purpose of taking care of 
their members when misfortune over-
took them. To this businessman, this 
was Christian concern in action, and it 
strongly appealed to him. 
In a similar vein, a farm equipment 
dealer in Lancaster County, Pennsylva-
nia, told me how the Amish community 
helped each other out in times of crisis. 
He said that the Amish never allowed a 
member's debts to go unpaid. Being a 
businessman, he appreciated this prac-
tice of the Amish Church in his area. 
But it is not only farmers who expe-
rience financial embarrassment. In the 
years I served as chaplain to a large 
manufacturing concern, I had a number 
of employees who purchased items they 
to next page, please 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Oc-
casionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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wanted on credit, and then when illness 
or accident overtook them, were unable 
to meet the terms of repayment. In a 
number of cases I intervened with the 
finance company, or a bank, or with a 
gas or electric power company. In set-
ting up their repayment plans with the 
bank or finance company, the employee 
too often thought in terms of his gross 
wages, and not in terms of his "take 
home" pay. Helping to extricate some of 
these people from their problem forced 
me to dip into my own pocket several 
times, in most instances without any 
prospect of being repaid. Most of these 
people found easy credit and credit 
cards to be their financial enemy, and 
learned the hard way to discipline them-
selves in satisfying their wants and needs. 
A minister, prominent in the Brethren 
in Christ Church, once said that he and 
his wife decided early in their married 
life to operate on a cash basis as much as 
possible, even if it meant putting off 
indefinitely a much needed and desired 
item as small as a pitchfork for the barn. 
Today that minister owns a beautiful 
property, and is in demand as a counse-
lor and church leader. His advice and 
practice is worthy of our serious con-
sideration. 
Our church fathers of other days 
encouraged, even insisted, that when a 
member was considering a move of con-
sequence, such as going into business or 
purchasing a farm (even choosing a life 
companion could be included), that per-
son should consult with other brethren 
of substance and experience before 
making a decision, and it was expected 
that due weight would be given to the 
advice received. It may well be that some 
heartache and humiliation would be 
avoided if this method of asking advice 
would be followed in this day. 
Meanwhile, none of us have a right to 
look at any one with scorn and reproach 
who has, through miscalculation or 
meeting with unforeseen or unavoidable 
circumstances, come to the place where 
bankruptcy stares them in the face. The 
financially secure farmer mentioned in 
the article who says, "He got himself 
into the situation; let him sell his farm," 
sounds like a selfish man. I wonder if he 
has noticed the statement about the 
scorner in Psalms 1, or considered the 
words of Jesus, "Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they shall obtain mercy." The 
words of James apply to this situation 
too, as found in James 2:13, "For he 
shall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath showed no mercy; and mercy re-
joiceth against judgment." Those who 
have escaped crushing financial burdens 
should at least show their appreciation 
to God who has blessed them by thank-
ing Him, and praying for those who 
have not been as fortunate in their 
endeavors. 
E. D. Brechbill, 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania. 
A suggested revision 
As I studied the front cover for the 
February issue, I was somewhat troubled 
by this question! In attempting to visual-
ize the experience of worship, should its 
expressions be depicted as extending 
downward, as shown in the picture? It 
seemed to me the answer would be, No. 
Would it not be true that expressions 
of worship should be shown as directed 
upward instead of downward? Indeed, 
we have no less an authority than "an 
angel of God" to support this view; for 
in Acts 10 we read that in a vision Corne-
lius saw "an angel of God coming to 
him . . . and said unto him, Thy pray-
ers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial before God" (Acts 10:3, 4). 
We are also affirming this truth when we 
sing: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al-
mighty! Early in the morning our song 
will rise to Thee." 
So, with this strong support of Scrip-
ture and practice, I am taking the liberty 
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to rearrange the picture, placing Wor-
ship at the bottom. And, with the 
expressions of worship extending up-
ward, I think of this as representing the 
position of the humble worshippers, as 
expressed in Psalm 95:6: "O come, let us 
worship and bow down, let us kneel 
before the Lord our maker." 
There still remains to be placed one 
last part of the picture, which calls to 
mind the words of Isaiah in chapter 6:1: 
"In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple," 
which suggests to us that the appro-
priate place for "a high view of God" will 
now be at the top of the picture! 
I trust that this rearrangement of this 
symbolic picture may give increased 
understanding and blessing to those 
who study it, as it has to me as I pre-
pared it. 
C. W. Boyer 
Messiah Village 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
Our staff artist designed the February 
cover with the idea in mind of worship 
rising from believers to God (the lines 
depicting the flow upward to God, the 
focus of worship). Noting that in the 
proposed revision, the word worship 
seems to be descending from the upper 
right to the bottom of the page, he mut-
tered something about "in the eye of the 
beholder" and kept on designing the 
cover for this April issue. 
A note to subscribers 
If your mailing label has an 
expiration date with the let-
ters EM (as EM 12-86), this 
means yoursubscript ion was 
paid by your congregation 
on the Every Member plan. 
You will not need to renew 
yoursubscr ipt ion individally; 
this will be done by your 
congregational treasurer for 
the m e m b e r s h i p of y o u r 
church. 
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Giving from the heart, 
with the head 
The news item appeared in the March 1,1985, issue of 
Christianity Today: 
The federal government has launched an inves-
tigation of International Christian Aid (ICA)— 
also known as Inter Aid—a relief organization 
headed by L. Joe Bass. . . . The investigation 
began after a barrage of news media reports cited 
allegations that ICA mishandled money raisedfor 
relief work in Ethiopia . . . . 
[Bass] said money targeted for Ethiopia was 
channeled through a French agency known as 
Doctors Without Borders. However, the New 
York Times reported that Doctors Without 
Borders said it has received "not one centime"from 
ICA . . . . 
The Christianity Today article reported that questions 
are also being raised about the relief organization's oper-
ation in other parts of Africa. For example, two former 
ICA employees told a television network reporter that 
InterAid had asked them to supply thousands of photo-
graphs of orphans even though the children were not 
being sponsored by the group. The photos were then 
allegedly used to recruit sponsors who pledged $240 per 
year, presumably for support of these children. 
Understandably, Bass has characterized the recent 
press reports as "a witch hunt." In its story, Christianity 
Today noted that ICA acknowledged that "obstacles" 
had delayed implementation of its Ethiopian relief pro-
gram, and that Bass promised that every cent designated 
for Ethiopia would be spent there. In fairness, we note 
that the investigation is ongoing, and that no final 
determination of fraud or misappropriation of funds by 
InterAid has yet been made. 
It is the exceptional day, it seems, that my mail does 
not contain at least one letter appealing for famine relief 
funds, or a news release (with pictures) touting the latest 
"massive shipment" of aid to Ethiopia. Make no mistake— 
hunger in Africa is real and calls for our generous, 
compassionate, sustained response. Unfortunately, legit-
imate relief and development agencies have been joined 
by con artists, who know all too well how to capitalize on 
such well-publicized situations of need. 
Few of us have the time or inclination to adequately 
research the integrity of the many relief organizations 
asking for funds today. But as stewards of the resources 
entrusted to us, we have an obligation to use wisdom in 
our giving. Needy people are not served, nor is the Lord 
glorified, by our supporting questionable organizations. 
I would recommend that you direct your relief and 
development giving either to the World Relief Commis-
sion of the National Association of Evangelicals, or to 
the Mennonite Central Committee. (Giving to either can 
be done through our brotherhood's Cooperative Minis-
tries and Mission treasury.) The Brethren in Christ 
Church is a member of both NAE and MCC. However, 
we have a greater number of ties with MCC, since 
Brethren in Christ personnel serve in field assignments 
and in administrative positions in MCC. 
If for some reason you decide to contribute to an 
independent, parachurch relief organization, please don't 
base your decision solely on the appeal letter or broad-
cast, on photographs of starving children, or on the list of 
names of well-known persons who have "endorsed" the 
program. Promotional letters and pictures very easily 
can promise more than has been or ever will be delivered. 
And celebrities (evangelical or otherwise) whose names 
appear on letterheads or in brochures seldom have over-
sight or guidance of an organization's program. As a 
minimum precaution, I strongly urge sending financial 
support to an organization only if it holds membership in 
the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 
(ECFA), which sets stringent standards for fund raising 
and money management. You can be sure that if a relief 
organization is a member of ECFA, it will advertise that 
fact. 
G 
Personal postcript. It would be foolish to say that 
inefficiency or mismanagement of funds could never 
happen within an interdenominational ministry such as 
Mennonite Central Committee (or in one of our own 
denominational programs, for that matter). We are all 
human, are subject to temptation, and sometimes make 
errors in judgment. 
But structures of accountability to you and me—its 
constituency—are built into Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (and into our denominational programs as well). 
The persons who carry out the work of the organization 
must regularly give an account to the churches for their 
work. That line of accountability is much stronger than 
that which exists with any independent parachurch 
organization. 
This fact, coupled with a proven track record of effec-
tive ministry in the name of Christ, and low administra-
tive and fund-raising costs, makes me ask the question: 
why look elsewhere as we seek to respond compassion-





Acid rain: a silent crisis 
"The earth dries up and withers; the 
whole world grows weak; both earth 
and sky decay. The people have defiled 
the earth by breaking God's laws and by 
violating the covenant he made to last 
forever" (Isaiah 24:4-5 TEV). 
In a previous column 1 discussed the 
problem of living on "borrowed energy" 
by burning fossil fuels—coal, oil, natu-
ral gas. One consequence of this unsus-
tainable practice is "acid rain." 
Silently and slowly, acid rain is deliv-
ering a death blow to life in thousands of 
lakes and streams across Europe and 
North America. Acid rain kills fish, 
frogs and young plants. It harms forests 
and crops, damages buildings and roads, 
corrodes metals and threatens public 
water supplies. 
Two hundred forty-seven thousand 
acres of forest in the Erz Mountains of 
Czechoslovakia are already dead from 
acid rain. 
All the fish are gone from 100 Adi-
rondack lakes. 
One hundred forty of Ontario's lakes 
have been declared biologically dead 
because of acid precipitation. 
And the Canadian Ministry of Envi-
ronment warns that if the amount of 
acid in the atmosphere remains constant 
or increases in the next 10 to 20 years, 
Ontario will lose much of the aquatic life 
in 48,000 lakes. 
How is acid rain produced? 
The combustion of fossil fuels in motor 
vehicles and industries produces sulfur 
and nitrogen oxides. These oxides mix 
with moisture and other pollutants in 
This is the third in a series on "ecology 
and hunger" written by Art Meyer, 
MCC Development Education Office. 
the air to form a chemical soup of sul-
furic and nitric acid. 
This chemical soup may stay in the 
atmosphere for days, often traveling 
hundreds of miles before returning to 
the earth. 
Some of it returns to the earth as dry 
particles. Some of it falls to the ground 
with rain or snow. During the winter the 
acid that is in the snow accumulates. 
When this snow melts in the spring, 
these concentrated acids kill insects, 
amphibians, and other life. 
The extent o! acid rain 
Eastern North America receives most 
of the acid rain because of the concen-
tration of industries and people there. 
Areas in the East that lack limestone 
bedrock are especially vulnerable be-
cause limestone bedrock acts as a buffer 
to acid rain. 
The National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) reported in September 1981 that 
the picture was "disturbing enough to 
merit prompt tightening of restrictions 
on atmospheric emissions from fossil 
fuels and other large sources. . . . Of 
the options presently available, only the 
control of emissions of sulphur and ni-
trogen oxides can significantly reduce 
the rate of deterioration of sensitive 
freshwater ecosystems." 
In June 1983 the NAS concluded in 
another study that a reduction in sulfur 
dioxide deposition was absolutely essen-
tial to reduce acid rain. 
Negotiations 
The United States is responsible for 
about 50 percent of the sulfur dioxide 
deposits in Canada; Canada is responsi-
ble for about 10 percent of the sulfur 
dioxide deposits in northeastern United 
by Art Meyer 
States. Clearly a binational pollution 
agreement between the United States 
and Canada is essential to control acid 
rain. 
Yet negotiations for a binational agree-
ment begun in 1981 have been stalled. 
The U.S. administration refused to send 
two representatives to binational con-
sultations on acid rain in New Hamp-
shire and Toronto in January 1984. The 
political fallout from the acid rain dis-
pute is nearly as bitter as the rain itself. 
The issue of acid rain is complex. 
Christians must look at it as an earth 
stewardship, lifestyle and justice issue. 
How much time, convenience and money 
are we willing to give up to eliminate the 
acid rain that is killing plants and ani-
mals in North America and Europe? 
There are many ways industries can 
reduce acid rain—all of which are 
unattractive: 
—Burn sulfur-free coal. 
—Burn petroleum, natural gas or city 
refuse instead of coal. 
—Use alternative energy sources: 
solar, water, wind, nuclear, etc. 
Christians concerned about acid rain 
can: 
—Use less electricity. 
—Use only energy-efficient appliances. 
—Become more informed about the 
issue. 
—Convince legislators to support the 
NAS' recommendation that sulfur diox-
ide emissions be reduced by 50 percent. 
—Insist that the U.S. and Canadian 
governments meet again to negotiate a 
transboundary treaty. 
We have the ability to solve the acid 
rain problem. What we need is the will-
power to do what is right! 
"I think that I shall never see a smoke-
stack lovely as a tree," read a poster in 
my classroom for many years. 
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